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Of The 


ROCK ’N ROLL 
EXPRESS 


THE BEST WRESTLING 
BOOK EVER WRITTEN 


AN IN-DEPTH & COLORFUL LOOK AT TODAY’S SUPERSTARS 
A MUST FOR EVERY TRUE FAN’S COLLECTION 


PARTIAL CONTENTS: 
eAndre The Giant 


eAbdullah The Butcher 


eJerry ‘‘Crusher’’ 
Blackwell 


eRic Flair 

eCarlos Colon 
eGorgeous Jim Garvin 
eHulk Hogan 


eKamala, 
The Ugandan Giant 


eJunkyard Dog 


eThe Masked Superstar 


Rick Martel 

eThe Missing Link 
eDusty Rhodes 
eSergeant Slaughter 
eKen Patera 


eJimmy ‘‘Superfly’’ Snuka 


eRowdy Roddy Piper 
eRick Steamboat 
eHarley Race 
eJimmy Valiant 
°Big John Studd 
eKerry Von Erich 
eKevin Sullivan 
eGreg Valentine 
The Fabulous Ones 
eThe Freebirds 
°The Iron Sheik and 
Nikolai Volkoff 
The Road Warriers 
eLelani Kai 
eThe Fabulous Moolah 
eWendi Richter 
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Amazing Value - Only $7.95 
Giant-size (9"x11”) 
over 100 full-color 
glossy photos 


Every superstar listed is 
shown in a giant size full col- 
or action photo and has 
several pages devoted to his 
or her personal biography, 
career highlights, expert 
analysis of wrestling style 
and best move, physical 
statistics including unusual 
characteristics, titles held, 
famous rivalries, future 
predictions, and much, 
much, more! Everything is 
included—the heroes, the 
villains , tag teams, women, 
and famous celebrities. 
This is truly a superb book 
—authoritatively written and 
excitingly illustrated. Any 
wrestling fan will find 
himself reading and re- 
reading this book for many 
years to come. Order your 
copy today! 


WARNING: 

Many of the photos were 
taken during actual fights 
and some depict bloody 
and vicious acts of cruelty. 
Under no circumstances 
should this book be 
ordered by anyone un- 
prepared to witness such 
violence. 


30 DAY TRIAL! NO RISK OFFER! 


r Valco Publishing Co., Dept. w-124 1 
j Box 2012, New Rochelle, NY 10802 

| Please send my copy of Wrestling Heroes & villains. Enclosed 

I is $7.95 plus $1.50 for shipping. | understand that if | am not 

| fully satisfied | can return the book for a full refund within 30 days. 
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A listing of the top 50 wrestlers in the United States, 
including individual champions and top 

contenders. . .Compiled by the Mattingley Sports Bureau 
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Letters from our readers 


STATELY STATES 
The ever-wry, never-dry Stately Wayne Manor muses on the 
current mat scene. ..a new regular feature! 


BEEFCAKE & VALENTINE: ONE MORE TIME! 

Luscious Johnny Valiant’s Dream Team refuses to end the 
quest to regain the W.W.F. Tag Team title. Brutus Beefcake 
and Greg “The Hammer” Valentine have proven they are still 
very much alive and kicking. . .By Jack O’Shea 


WRESTLING’S 20 QUESTIONS (and answers) 

We answer the 20 most burning questions about 
professional wrestling today. Here’s the truth behind the 
hottest issues in the squared circle and behind the 
scenes. ..By Lonnie Mars 


BEARING DOWN WITH “THE BULL” 

Ed Gantner, formerly “the most offensive tackle” in the game 
of football has made his way into the mat game. And the 
Missouri “Bull” has stormed onto the scene as a member of 
Sir Oliver Humperdink’s “Shock Troops”. . . By Jerry Prater 


“THE SNAKE” SNEAKS IN 

Jake Roberts has been slithering from ring toring racking 
up victory after victory in the W.W.F. And while the fans like 
to boo this ring badman, Roberts has a partner who hisses 
right back!. . . By Allan Bolte 


WRESTLING’S WHIZ KID: BARRY WINDHAM 

He's a long, tall Texan with wrestling in his blood. His father 
is Blackjack Mulligan and his kid brother, Kendall, is one of 

the more precocious performers in the ring, but Barry is the 
pride of the family. ..By Allan Bolte 


HOW LONG CAN HULK HOGAN HANG ON? 

Will Hulk Hogan go the way of former World champions Stan 
Hansen and Ric Flair? The Hulkster says no, the fans cry no, 
but the mat experts predict it could happen as easy as one, 
two, three. . .By Twig Martin 


WRESTLING WORLD INTERVIEW: THE LEGENDARY 
TONY LANZA 2 

He’s world renown as a wrestler, teacher, photographer, and 
sculptor and is still active at 66 years of age! WRESTLING 
WORLD talks with Tony Lanza about his many years on the 
wrestling circuit. ..By John Woods 
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ACTION TO GO! Now you can bring home the finest pro wrestling videos at a fantastic low 
price! Attractively packaged, your favorite stars are brought to life on high quality VHS 
tape. Running time for each title is approximately thirty minutes. Order today! 


SGT. SLAUGHTER & CO. (#1439) 

* Patriotic interview with Sgt. Slaughter: “| give you my heart, my life 
and I’m going to be here fighting for you and the American flag!” 

* Sgt. Slaughter vs. Moore: Tell-it-like-it-is commentary on the 
Sarge by wrestling great Verne Gagne. Slaughter’s attack 
arsenal includes backdrops, dropkicks, elbow smashes, and the 
paralyzing Cobra Clutch! 

* Music interview/video with the Sarge and new recruit Greg Gagne 
at Camp Slaughter. 

* Slaughter & Gagne vs. Nick Bockwinkle and Ray “Crippler” 
Stevens: Four-man mayhem before the bell! When the Sarge 
locks Stevens into the Cobra Clutch, Larry Zbyszko appears from 
nowhere and knocks Slaughter senseless! 

x Interview with a bloody Sgt. Slaughter challenging Zbyszko to “a 
War!” 

* Sgt. Slaughter vs. Larry Zbyszko: Las Vegas is the scene of the 
War to Settle the Score! Non-stop action! Don’t miss it! 

* Clip of a battle royal with only Sgt. Slaughter and Freebirds 
Michael Hayes and Terry Gordy. Last one left in the ring wins! 


THE ROAD WARRIORS (#1440) 

* Clip of Road Warriors and Precious Paul Ellering being presented 
with Tag Team and Manager of the Year awards. 

* The Bloody Axe Wars — Part 1: With Larry “the Axe” Hennig an- 
nouncing, his son Curt and Baron Von Raschke take on the 
awesome Road Warriors. Curt gets his neck entangled in the 
ropes and his father jymps to his aid! Hawk slugs him and 
smashes Curt with a steel chair! The referee gets tossed like a 
sack of potatoes! The Axe returns with his own chair and 
assaults the Legion of Doom! 


SUPER STAR GAME CO., INC. 
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ALL 3 ONLY 39.95 


* See an enraged fan smash a chair over Animal's head! 

* Interview with the Road Warriors and Ellering laughing at the 
Hennigs and challenging them to a battle at the New Jersey 
Meadowlands! “It’s not nice to mess with the Legion of Doom!” 

* The Bloody Axe Wars — Part 2: The Road Warriors battle the 
Hennig’s in their sold-out revenge match! No holds are barred! 
Don't miss it! 

* See a clip of the Road Warriors music video! 


GREATEST TAG TEAM MATCHES (#1441) 

* Legendary Verne Gagne and his son Greg “the High-Flyer” battle 
former AWA champ Nick Bockwinkle and sinister Mr. Saito. 
Verne’s one-man-wrecking-crew assault staggers Bockwinkle 
and Saito, who rely on an assortment of illegal tactics and 
chops. In the sleeper-hold battle of the year, Verng and 
Bockwinkle, both masters of the maneuver, try to render each 
other unconscious! 

* Freebirds Michael Hayes and Terry Gordy square off against 
Greg Gagne and Curt Hennig. Excellent tag team action! Gagne 
and Hennig turn Hayes’ head into a human pinball! But lurking 
outside the ring is the third Freebird, Buddy Roberts. Caution: he 
hates to see his brothers lose! 

* The Road Warriors battle Sgt. Slaughter and Jerry “Crusher” 
Blackwell for the tag team championship of the world! Blackwell 
unleashes a 472 Ib. big splash on Hawk! The Sarge executes his 
deadly Cobra Clutch on Animal! But Shiek Adnon-Al-Kasie 
charges the ring and thrashes the Sarge! Beer showers the grap- 
plers! Paul Ellering joins the mayhem! It's a chaotic six-man battle 
royal! 

ORDER YOUR HOME VIDEOS TODAY! 
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RATING-‘THE:-WRESTLERS 


NICK BOCKWINKEL _ 


Compiled by the Mattingley Sports Bureau 


RIC FIAIR 


_ 


“HULK” HOGAN 


American Wrestling Association Champion: NICK BOCKWINKEL 
National Wrestling Alliance Champion: RIC FLAIR 
Universal Wrestling Federation Champion: TERRY GORDY 

World Class Wrestling Association Champion: CHRIS ADAMS 
World Wrestling Federation Champion: “HULK” HOGAN 


1. “King Kong” Brody 
2. “Macho Man” Randy Savage 
3. “Hacksaw” Jim Duggan 
4. “Dusty” Rhodes 
5. Ted DiBiase 
6. Stan Hansen 
7. Paul Orndorff 
8. “Magnum T.A.,” Terry Allen 
9. Rick Martel 
10. “Rowdy” Roddy Piper 
11. Nikita Koloff 
12. Michael Hayes 
13. Ricky Steamboat 
14. Tito Santana 
15. Harley Race 
16. “Hacksaw” Butch Reed 
17. “King Kong” Bundy 
18. Jake “The Snake” Roberts 
19. Dick Murdoch 
20. Terry Taylor 
21. Andre the Giant (Giant Machine 
22. Kevin Von Erich 
23. Lex Luger 
24. Antonio Inoki 
25. Road Warrior Animal 
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26. Tully Blanchard 

27. “Big John” Studd 
28. Tatsumi Fujinami 
29. “Dr. Death” Steve Williams 
30. Dynamite Kid 

31. One Man Gang 

32. Junkyard Dog 

33. Rick Rude 

34. Arn Anderson 

35. Riki Choshu 

36. Dick Slater 

37. Ronnie Garvin 

38. Terry Funk 

39. Road Warrior Hawk 
40. Sgt. Slaughter 

41. Tommy Tsuruta 

42. Greg Valentine 

43. Adrian Adonis 

44, Barry Windham 

45. Magnificent Muraco 
46. Scott Hall 

47. Jimmy Garvin 

48. Nord the Barbarian 
49. Billy Jack Haynes 
50. Lance Von Erich 
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ERNEST GENE GORDON 
NOV. 2, 1924-JULY 7, 1986 
Dear WRESTLING WORLD, 

After an extended battle with 
injury and illness, Gene Gordon, 
known world-wide for his wres- 
tling photographs, passed away 
July 7, 1986. 

For over 40 years Gordon’s 
camera captured the best 
wrestlers in the world as well as 
many famous boxers. Gene 
gained the respect and admira- 
tion of many wrestlers, boxers, 
promoters, magazine editors, and 
fans. Many an unknown wrestler 
became a celebrity through 
Gene’s efforts in photography 
and publicity. The sport will cer- 
tainly miss him. 

As wrestling is a tradition with 
wrestlers, wrestling photography 
is forever synonymous with the 
name Gene Gordon, He was a 
modest man and a gentleman 
always. He was dedicated to the 
sport, photography, and to his 
many friends. His great action 
photography is his eulogy and he 
will be remembered forever 
through the lives of all that knew 
him. 

Gene's body was laid to rest at 
the Hebron Methodist Church 
Cemetery, Monroe, N.C. 

Randy Powell 
P.O. Box 453 
Wilkesboro, N.C. 28697 


U.S.A. #1 
Dear Mat Mail, 

Why are people making such a 
big fuss over Magnum T.A. hit- 
ting Bob Geigel? Yeah, | know 
he’s the president of the N.W.A. 
Well, Magnum T.A. had held his 
title some time before this hap- 
pened. And he knows what 
America stands for. He knows 
that he’s lucky to have his 
mother: Sure, this is the good old 
U.S.A. and Nikita Koloff has the 
right to say that he hates 
America but not the people in it. 
We (the fans) think Magnum con- 
trolled his temper very well. | 
would have laid the president in 
the hospital for a very long time. 
We will always love Terry Allen, 
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Ivan & Nikita Koloff 


Show this to Bob Geigel. 
Monica Blankenship 
Oakwood, Virginia 


THE STEEL CAGE 

Hulk Hogan is still the best, 
He beat everyone in the test. 
King Kong Bundy will bleed so 
bad, 
But no one will be really sad. 
Except his manager Bobby 
Heenan, 
Who is now the most embar- 
rassed man. 

David Fujii 

Hilo, Hawaii 

1.W.A. ALL-‘STAR 
Dear WRESTLING WORLD, 

I’m the manager of Ravenblack 
the Indian in the All-Star League 
in the 1.W.A. His record is 41-3 
and he is the champion. | also 
won $10 for being a tag team 
champ. The |.W.A. is great! 
Thanks for letting us fans get in 
on it. Blackfoot is also going to 
be champ someday and I’m 
going to get a trophy! 

Injun Joe Kokish 
Eastlake, Ohio 


Editor’s note: If you missed the 


application for the |.W.A. in our 
last issue, you can write to the 
|.W.A, at P.O. Box 5275, 
Willowick, Ohio 44094-0275 to ob- 
tain one. 


WORLD CLASS IS AWESOME 
Dear Mat Mail, 

World Class Wrestling is cool 
because they have action-packed 
matches. They have a main event 
each week. My favorites are Chris 
Adams, all the Von Erichs, and 
Bruiser Brody. The people | hate 
are Kabuki, One Man Gang, Buzz 
Sawyer, Blackjack Mulligan, 
Abdullah the Butcher, and Rick 
Rude. Rick Rude’s manager 
always helps him by jumping into 
the ring and hitting whoever 
Rude is wrestling when the 
referee is not looking. I’m glad 
Chris Adams beat him, The Von 
Erichs will hold the six-man tag 
title for a long time. 

Eric Krilowicz 
Haddonfield, New Jersey 


MAGNUM FORCE 
Dear Mat Mail, 

I've seen Ric Flair get beat six 
or seven times. I'm a big fan of 
Magnum T.A. and | used to live in 
Virginia. Every time Magnum 
wrestled Flair at the Norfolk 
Scope | was there. And every 
time Flair was down for the count 
the Anderson brothers came to 
help out their cousin. And here’s 
a warning to the Midnight Ex- 
press. The Road Warriors and 
America’s team of Magnum T.A. 
and Dusty Rhodes are after those 
belts and neither team will rest 
until the belts are taken from you. 
Jim Cornette, you’d better watch 
out because Baby Doll is going 
to slap you so hard you’re going 
to wind up flat on your butt. 

Jonathan Moore 
San Diego, California 


STEEL PULSE LEAPS INTO 
COMICS ARENA 
In the competitive, savage 
world of pro wrestling, Roger 
“Steel” Pulse was the best. 
Never shirking from his foes nor 
straying from the rules, he wore 


the coveted and platter-sized 
U.W.C. Heavyweight belt with 
pride—until the fateful day he 
met Sardonicus! 

Stee! Pulse #1, the comic book, 
faces equally tough competition. 
It contends in an arena of super- 
men and fantastic foes, fighting 
masked vigilantes and furry 
aardvarks for the attention and 
money of the comic-reading 
public. 

The comic book is written, 
drawn, and published in Denver 
by asmall group banded under 
the name True Fiction Publica- 
tions. The members of the group 
have been involved in publishing 
“fanzines”’ (amateur publications 
about comics) for several years. 
Stee! Pulse #1 is their first 
nationally-distributed comic 
book, and is planned as the first 
of four issues published once 
every three months. 

T. Motley, billed as Steel 
Pulse’s “official biographer,” 
sees pro wrestling and comic 
books as a natural combination, 
both offering flashy costumes, 
flashy nicknames, incredible 
feats of human agility and 
strength, and the glorification of 
might making right. 

Motley credits French 
philosopher Roland Barthes’ 
1955 essay, “The World Of 
Wrestling,” as the inspiration for 
combining the two genres. 


“Pro wrestling is the true 
legacy of the superhero comic,” 
Motley says. “All the issues of 
morality and justice are 
presented there, scaled up to 
epic proportions.” 

The story is classic. Steel 
Pulse, former wrestling great, has 
made a solemn vow never to 
wrestle again because of the 
mortal cost the sport extracted 
from his true sweetheart. But 
hew can he keep that vow when 
his arch-enemy, the masked 
monstrosity Sardonicus, rises 
from the grave seeking revenge? 

In addition to the 26-page con- 
tinued feature story, each issue 
of Stee/ Pulse will contain acom- 


MAT MAIL is designed as a 
forum for our readers. All com- 


ments regarding the magazine or 
any aspects of the mat scene are 
welcome. Send your letters to: 


MAT MAIL 
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Lexington Library, Inc. 
355 Lexington Ave. 

New York, N.Y. 10017 


plete 6-page backup story. The 
first issue features Sherlock 
Jones, wrestling detective, in the 
Case of the Diverted Death Grip, 
by two other Denver artists, Den- 
nis Pimple and Richard Florence, 

The book is in comic specialty 
stores now, or single issues can 
be purchased for $2.50 ppd from 
Fandom House, PO Box 1348, 
Denver CO 80201. 


TAG TEAM RATINGS? 
Dear Mat Mail, 

lenjoy WRESTLING WORLD 
very much and purchased your 
latest (October 1986) but | don't 
agree with some of the ratings. 
The A.W.A., U.W.F., and World 
Class, | feel, are good but the 
W.W.F. and N.W.A. ratings are 
not as good. For instance, the 
N.W.A. ratings have ‘“Hacksaw’’ 
Butch Reed as third. | don’t 
agree. Also, Arn Anderson and 
Bobby Eaton are ranked too high 
and Barry Windham, Lex Luger, 
and especially Ricky Morton are 
rated too low. Right now, Billy 
Jack Haynes has moved to the 
W.W.F. 

Personally, | don’t feel 
Dynamite Kid, Davey Boy Smith, 
and Greg Valentine should be in 
the ratings because they wrestle 
in too many tag matches. | feel 
Junkyard Dog, Magnificent 
Muraco, Jake Roberts, Paul Orn- 
dorff, and Tito Santana are rated 
too jow. Terry Funk, Andre the 
Giant, and Roddy Piper shouldn't 
even be listed. 

Finally, | think it would be a 
great follow-up to rate each tag 
team in wrestling. 

Dean C. Hsieh 
Windsor, Ontario 


A THREAT TO RIC FLAIR 
Ricky and Robert are the Rock 'N 
Roll Express. 

They'll beat you like crazy and 
make you depressed. 

So watch out Ric Flair if you 
know what's best, 


Don’t go messin’ with the Rock 
*N Roll Express. 
Stephanie Wede 
Kristi Wede 
Brayton, lowa 


MACHO-MANIAC! 
Dear Mat Mail, 

Please tell the poor, mixed up 
guy named Kenneth Tobey (Mat 
Mail Oct. 86) that absolutely 
NOBODY can or ever will be 
good enough to take the belt 
away from Hulk Hogan. Randy 
Savage is a maniac, an over- 
bloated egomaniac, that is. He 
treats Elizabeth like dirt and his 
slave. No woman should be a 
slave. The Hulk treats his fans as 
humans, whereas human is 
something Savage never heard 
about. Hulk Hogan is the best. 

Vickie Pyle 
Sea Girt, New Jersey 


MR. WONDERFUL? 
Dear Mat Mail, 

On July 19th Hulk Hogan and 
Paul Orndorff went up against 
Bundy and Studd and after the 
match Mr. Wonderful beat up on 
Hulk Hogan and turned from 
good to bad because of jealousy. 
| think Orndorff shoud be 
suspended from pro wrestling. 
He has changed from bad to 
good and now back to bad. Why 
doesn’t he make up his mind? 

Brody Henkel 
Satellite Beach, Florida 


FAN REPLIES 
Dear Mat Mail, 

| am writing because of the let- 
ter from Don Verheek (Mat Mail 
Oct. 86). | think the Bulldogs are 
fast but | don’t think they should 
have the tag team belts. And 
when they went against the 
Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff, 
Dynamite Kid didn't tag Davey 
Boy Smith. 

My favorite tag teams are the 
Road Warriors, the Koloffs, the 
Sheik’s Army, and the Dream 
Team. 

John Perrina 
Toronto, Ontario * 
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STATES 


By Stately Wayne Manor 


’M SICK AND TIRED of idiotic fans badmouthing my heroes. Every time | 
go to an arena to see outstanding athletes such as Ric Flair, Don Muraco, 
and Larry Zybysko | hear a bunch of ding-a-lings shouting derogatory 
remarks. 

Before | stomp a loudmouth | always ask the pipsqueak what he’s got 
against whichever of my favorites he happens to be booing. Invariably, the 
geek will call my man a ‘‘rulebreaker;” most often, he will whine that it says 
“wrestling’’ on the marquee, not “punching and choking.” 

First off, according to the rulebooks in every federation, a man can do 
whatever he wants as long as he breaks the hold before the referee reaches 
a certain count. If a wrestler fails to release the hold in time then he is dis- 
qualified and loses the match. Therefore, it is perfectly legal for Arn 
Anderson to rub Ricky Morton’s face into the mat for a few seconds at a 
time. Since he is not disqualified for such tactics he is not a “rulebreaker,”’ 
merely an aggressive wrestler. 

That brings us to the wimps’ second point concerning the marquee. True, 
it does say ‘‘wrestling;” but, more importantly, the adjective ‘‘professional”’ 
comes first. In plain language that means ‘“‘getting paid to win,” not ‘““‘becom- 
ing popular with the fans.” 

The bottom line in every professional sport is making money through 
victories. When you look in the record books it shows who won not HOW he 
did it. 

Those crybabies who moan about the lack of so-called ‘‘scientific” techni- 
ques should go over to the local campus and watch the amateurs sweat it 
out. Better yet, they should form a commune and wrestle each other all day. 
I’ve got some Everglades property I’d like to sell them. 

It all boils down to one thing—jealousy. Although the windbags won’t ad- 
mit it they secretly wish they could be individualists like Buddy Rose, Jimmy 
Garvin, and myself. They would gladly sell their souls to be one of us for five 
minutes just to feel the sensation of walking into a crowded arena knowing 
you're the best looking and most talented person in the place. But, let’s face 
it: some of us have it...and some of you don’t. * 
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Make Any Girl Do Anything 
You Mentally Command— 


With Your Mind Alone! 


Now! Command...control...dominate any girl with the power 
of your mind—and your mind alone. Miraculously watch even 
someone you have just met do exactly what you silently com- 


FREE! HOW TO REMEMBER 
“'GIRL-FACTS”’ FOREVER! 


mand her to do. Willingly... cheerfully... quickly! 


You can do it because you have unknowingly done it before. 


Accept my “‘no-risk, free-trial’’ offer—and I'll prove it to you! 


I would be skeptical if I read an ad like this. 
But I’d be highly intrigued as you are now. 

Being able to master beautiful girls is prob- 
ably your secret wish. One which you believe 
could never come true, 

Well, think again! Your secret wish is about to 
be granted. Very shortly, you are going to 
demonstrate that fact with any girl you want. On 
this exciting occasion, you are going to projecta 
thought command to that girl. Not one word 
will be uttered by you... 


YET THAT BEAUTY IS GOING 
TO FOLLOW YOUR SILENT 
COMMAND TO THE LETTER 

... WITHOUT EVER KNOWING 

THAT YOU GAVE THE ORDER! 


Only you will know why she is acting as your 
submissive slave. Why her only desire is to 
please you without objection. Instead of a cold 
*no’’, you will hear a warm ‘*Yes. YES/!"’ 

Your next test will be even more unbelievable! 
You’ll command not just one but four or five 
gorgeous creatures. This time, you’ll mentally 
project a thought command to this entire 
luscious group. 


AGAIN, WONDROUSLY, THAT 
“HAREM” IS GOING TO PERFORM 
YOUR SILENT COMMAND 
EXACTLY AS YOU WILLED IT! 


Again, they will have absolutely no idea what- 
soever that their seemingly voluntary actions are 
dictated by you. Why should they? You said 
nothing, made no moves. You stated your 
desires only one way—/mentally! 

Imagine a crowd of luscious gals doing exactly 
what you want them to do—when you want 
them to do it—with no holds barred. A fantasy 
come true! 

But wait! You'll top even these astounding 
results. In the months and years to come, you 
are going to intensify your mystic ability to 
dominate girl after girl. Any time you want, with 
your mind alone. 

Does all this sound impossible? Not only hard 
to believe, but hard to achieve? Then get set fora 
super-surprise! 


YOU WILL BELIEVE IT... 
AND YOU WILL ACHIEVE IT! 


Stop and think for a moment. Skeptics were 
once dead-certain that the earth was flat. Man 
reach the Moon? /mpossible! 

You and I know differently. Yesteryears’ 
‘*never-happens”’ are stark realities today. So if 
you still are a skeptic, I’m more than willing to 
give you the opportunity to make a liar out of 
me. 

Along with the chance to prove me wrong, I'll 
also give you the ‘‘risk-free’’ chance to prove 
I’m right . . . plus a free giff. Here’s my 
proposal. 


I am now releasing an unusual manual on a 
subject which has fascinated mankind for ages. 
That subject is parapsychology. 

It deals with the power of the mind to project 
thought and communicate with others, outside 
the body, using none of the five senses. 

In plain words, this extraordinary technique 
helps you command, control, and dominate 
girls solely with your mind. 

Strangely enough, you may have already done 
so without ever realizing it through your own 
unconscious, native-born ability. Now, for the 
very first time, you can perform it consciously, 
upon demand! 

I call this technique SUCCESP—the science 
of extra-sensory persuasion. Properly used, it 
permits your thoughts to influence one girl or 
many! 

TRY IT WITHOUT RISK. 
PAY ONLY IF IT WORKS FOR YOU! 


Before you actually buy my SUCCESP 
manual for ten dollars, I want you totry it out as 
my guest for 3] days. During this free-trial, you 
won't be on the hook for one cent. Because I 
promise of to cash your check or money order 
for at least 31 days after I’ve sent it to you. 


Never again forget a pretty face 
or her phone number! FREE 


Bonus Gift reveals the one big (yet 
so simpie) secret that makes any- 


thing you want to remember abso- 
lutely unforgettable. 

Instantly recall names, facts, 
figures. Even if you want to forget, 
you won’t be able to. Enjoy an im- 
pressive magnetic Wer easa Yours 
just for trying SUCCESP. See cou- 
pon for details. 


Try this awesome technique the next time you 
spot an attractive girl in the street, on the beach, 
at a bar, at a party—anywhere! Convince 
yourself beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
SUCCESP really works. That you can conquer 
any girl who turns you on. 

If you are not positively pleased for any 
reason, just return the manual to me. I’ll speed 
back your check or money order—uncashed. 

Still skeptical? OK, post-date your check for 
31 days from today. That way I can’t possibly 
deposit it even if I wanted to. You're protected 
100%! 

Whatever happens, I want you to keep the 
FREE Bonus Gift. It’s yours merely for making 
this trial—and making out as you never did 
before. 

You can’t lose by mailing the coupon now. 
But you can win big when you can make any girl 
do anything you mentally command. A/l/ at my 
sole risk! 


>: MCMLXXX Matchmakers 
49 W. 37th St., N.Y., N.Y. 10018 


Se ee ee ee ee ee 
Matchmakers 
49 West 37th St. 
Dept. EP-399 
New York, N.Y. 10018 


| 
| 
| 
| 
- You’re on! Rush postpaid my 
i SUCCESP manual and FREE Gift to 
keep. Enclosed is my check or 
i money order for $10—NOT TO BE 
§ DEPOSITED FOR 31 DAYS AFTER 
i YOU SHIP MY ORDER. If! return the 
I manual within that time, you'll send 
§ back my payment, uncashed. Ship 
g in plain wrapper. (Sorry, no COD’s) 
| 
B 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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FEFCAKE & 


THME! 


By Jack O’Shea 


The Dream Team of Brutus Beefcake and Greg Valentine was toppled 
from the tag team throne by the British Bulldogs on April 7th. But the 
Dream refuses to die. “You’d better polish up those belts, boys,” 
manager Luscious Johnny Valiant has warned the Bulldogs. ‘“We’re 
coming to take them back!” 


HEY ARE KNOWN as 

the ‘Dream Team.” Well, 

at least they were known 

as the “Dream Team” 
until their dream was turned into 
a nightmare by the British 
Bulldogs on April 7, 1986 at 
Chicago’s Rosemont Horizon, 
But since that gloomy day, 
Brutus Beefcake and Greg Valen- 
tine have refused to quit. 

The muscular Beefcake and 
brawny Valentine feel they are 
the best in the mat sport and 
combined they are a first-rate tag 
team, there is no argument about 
that. But their quest to regain the 
coveted W.W.F. Tag Team straps 
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has been an uphill battle. Even 
crafty manager “Luscious” 
Johnny Valiant admits to this 
but, like all mat masterminds, he 
remains ever the optimist. 

“Anyone who thinks he’s seen 
the last of the Dream Team is 
badly mistaken,” Valiant barks. 
“They may have been down for a 
while but every great team suf- 
fers through times like this. Now 
we’re ready to regain what’s 
rightfully ours,” the outspoken 
blond vows. 

“Bulldogs, you’ve barked one 
too many times and your bark is 
even worse off than your bite. 
You'd better polish up those 


belts, boys, because we’re com- 
ing to take them back!” 


If anyone deserves credit for 
the Dream Team’s success it’s 
“Luscious” Johnny. Valiant knew 
he had a diamond in the rough 
with Brutus Beefcake the first 
time he ever laid eyes on him. 
Watching him in action, Valiant 
knew Beefcake had the raw 
materials to go far in the brutal 
wrestling world. But even though 
Beefcake was big and strong he 
still lacked the vital mat ex- 
perience needed to move up 
through the ranks and give the 
big boys trouble. 
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“| knew immediately what | 
must do,” Valiant boasts. “‘l 
sweet-talked Jimmy ‘Mouth of 
the South’ Hart into selling me 
Greg Valentine’s contract. | knew 
the right chemistry was needed.” 

It was Valiant’s contention that 
Beefcake, a reject from Chippen- 
dales , would prosper from just 
being around “The Hammer.” 
Valentine almost balked at the 


come into close contact with hard concrete floor. It is no secret that the 


Dream Team will do just about anything to win. 
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sale of his contract, feeling sold- 
out by Hart, but Valiant con- 
vinced him that it would ultimate- 
ly help his career. As soon as 
Valiant had signed Valentine, he 
teamed him with Beefcake and 
the Dream Team was born. 


heir first several matches 
were a total embarrassment, 
however. Valentine, by his own 


Valentine and Beefcake double-team one unfortunate foe who is about “/ Beefcake puts the squeeze on one adversary, who obviously got in the 


admission, was never a great tag 
team wrestler and it showed. It 
seemed that Beefcake and Valen- 
tine just couldn’t do anything 
right together. Between Beef- 
cake’s obvious inexperience and 
Valentine’s lack of tag team 
prowess, the Dream Team was 
shaping up as nothing more than 
a bad dream, every manager’s 
nightmare, at that. 


Chippendales reject’s way. Proud of his physique, Beefcake uses his thick, 
muscled arms to good advantage. 


Instead of breaking them 
apart, the losses only drew the 
two powerful wrestlers closer 
together. And it wasn’t long at all 
before Beefcake and Valentine, 
possessed by a new determina- 
tion to help each other to the top 
of the wrestling heap, were hav- 
ing their hands raised in victory 
in match after match. 

“Luscious” Johnny was look- 
ing more and more like a genius 
after all. When interviewed, he 
reflected the cocky, self-assured 
attitude the steam-rolling Dream 
Team strengthened with each 
victory. 

“You dummies out there didn’t 
think | knew what | was doing. | 
had you fooled, all right. All along 
| knew | had the best tag team in 
the business while everyone 
shook their heads, thinking | had 
blundered. | knew that under my 
wing these guys were champion- 
ship material. After all, I’ve held 
the tag team title myself on three 
different occasions and | know 
all there is to know about tag 
team wrestling. With a brain like 
mine and talent and power like 
that found in Greg Valentine and 
Brutus Beefcake, how could we 
not come out on top?” 


rah y the summer of ’85 the 
Dream Team was on aroll. 
They stormed into Philadelphia, 
hell-bent on taking the W.W.F. 
World Tag Team title from Barry 
Windham and Mike Rotundo. The 
“American Express,” however, 
was ready for the invasion. With 
Capt. Lou Albano in their corner, 
Windham and Rotundo were 
more than a match for Beefcake 
and Valentine. 

Their battle was fast and 
furious. Albano’s men were really 
giving it to the Dream Team ter- 
rorists when Luscious Johnny 
decided to alter the picture. As 
Windham rebounded off the 
ropes, Valiant jumped up onto 
the ring apron and stuck a lit 
cigar in Windham’'s eye. Talk 
about pain! Windham collapsed 
to the mat, holding his injured 
eye while Valiant piled on top of 
him. Before anyone truly realized 
what had happened, Beefcake 
and Valentine were the new tag 
team champions. 


Despite hails of protest and 
even a video tape showing 
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Valiant’s infraction, the referee’s 
decision remained unchanged. 
Beefcake and Valentine really 
were sitting on top of the hill! 

In the ensuing months, the 
Dream Team’s grip on the 
prestigious W.W.F. title grew 
tighter and tighter. By Christmas, 
Beefcake and Valentine were be- 
ing proclaimed as one of the 
greatest tag team combinations 
in Federation history. 

Through it all, manager Valiant 
gloated. “We’re a team,” Valiant 


emphasized. ‘‘We work together. 
Brutus, Greg, and myself all play 
an equal part in our success. 
After each match we review what 
we did right and what our op- 
ponents did wrong. This has 
helped us to keep that com- 
petitive edge, keep us fresh and 
determined.” 

In January of 1986, however, 
the British Bulldogs invaded the 
W.W.F. from Britain. Wrestling 
here on a full-time basis, their 
goal was to win the W.W.F. Tag 


Beefcake and Valentine when they ruled supreme, proudly wearing the W.W.F. 
Tag Team belts. “We're ready to regain what’s rightfully ours,” vows manager 
Luscious Johnny Valiant. 
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Team title. It must be noted that 
Beefcake and Valentine gave the 
acrobatic Bulldogs numerous 
shots at the title from January 
through April. Each skirmish, 
however, ended in failure for the 
eager Englishmen. Although the 
Bulldogs did manage several vic- 
tories via disqualification, the 
Dream Team appeared to be just 
too tough for the small but solid 
Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy 
Smith. 


ut Dame Fortune smiled on 

the British duo on April 7, 
1986 in the midst of the 
WrestleMania II extravaganza. At 
Chicago’s Rosemont Horizon, the 
Dream Team faced the Bulldogs 
for what must have been the 20th 
time. And when it was over, 
Luscious Johnny’s assassins 
were without the tag team belts. 
The British Bulldogs pulled an 
upset on the champions and won 
the coveted W.W.F. tag team 
crowns! 

Many mat experts say that a 
lack of concentration on the 
Dream Team’s part is responsible 
for the painful loss. Whatever the 
reason, the fact remains that 
Albano’s men pulled off a seem- 
ingly impossible task. 

Since that fateful day, the 
Dream Team has only faced the 
Bulldogs on a couple of occa- 
sions and the Dynamite Kid and 
Davey Boy Smith are at the 
height of their popularity as tag 
team kings. But don’t think for a 
second that we’ve seen the last 
of the Dream Team. 

Beefcake and Valentine are 
undergoing a grueling schedule 
as Luscious Johnny has them 
wrestling in Canada and 
Australia. The Dream Team is as 
sharp as ever, meeting different 
foes just about every night, op- 
ponents with styles as different 
as night and day. 

This international competition 
allows the Dream Team to hone 
its skills, and when the time is 
right, Valiant will lead the charge 
with a vengeance, steering his 
warriors right back at the W.W.F. 
Tag Team champs. He’s much 
too proud and his team is much 
too strong to go down without a 
fight, and what a fight it will be 
as Valiant will surely instruct his 
men to do whatever is necessary 
to win! * 
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HAT ARE the ques- 

tions fans, wrestlers, 

and experts alike are 

most asking about 
wrestling today? For that matter, 
what are the answers? 

Talk about talent, television, or 
politics and there are questions 
which will form the shape of the 
sport itself in both the near and 
distant future. Here are the 20 
hottest issues today. 

1.—HOW DEEP WILL THE 
WRESTLING RECESSION CUT? 

Answer: Pretty doggone deep. 
Perhaps “depression” would be a 
better term to describe what has 
been happening in wrestling dur- 
ing 1986. Despite more exposure 
than ever on television, attend- 
ance for live programs has col- 
lapsed in the vast majority of 
markets. 

Overexposure on television is, 
of course, part of the problem. 
And another obvious cause is 
that most fans simply do not like 
the product today’s promoters 
are giving. 

Long-time grapplers and pro- 
moters recall the horrendous 
days of the late 1950s when 
wrestling hit rock-bottom thanks 
to too much television and too 
many gimmicks. Barring a sur- 
prising turnaround, the same 
type of crisis is again probable. 

Expect a small rise in business 
for the fall and winter, traditional- 
ly wrestling’s time of year. But 
the jump will be weaker than in 
other seasons and by the sum- 
mer of 1987, well, look out below. 


2.— WILL “HULK” HOGAN 
EVER DEFEND THE WORLD 
WRESTLING FEDERATION 
TITLE AGAINST A SCIENTIFIC 
CONTENDER? 

Answer: Nobody should be 
holding their breath. In fact, 
Hogan could probably get the 
best of many scientific grapplers 
with his sheer power. Using that 
strength, however, would put him 
in a position of risking some 
jeers. Rest assured, W.W.F. of- 
ficials are not about to risk that, 
nor are they willing to expose 
their cartoon-series star against 
someone who might exploit his 
weaknesses. 

Jack Brisco versus Dory Funk, 
Jr. Lou Thesz versus Pat O’Con- 
nor. “Hulk” Hogan versus Tito 
Santana. Come on, get serious! 
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WRESTLING 


QUESMONS 
(AND)AINSWERS) 


Did you ever want to know the answers to the 
most burning questions in the mat sport? Well, 
look no further because WRESTLING WORLD 
explores the hottest issues in professional 


wrestling today. 


3.—HOW LONG WILL RIC 


FLAIR BE AROUND THE NATION- 


AL WRESTLING ALLIANCE ? 


Answer: So far, so good. The 
strutting Flair could be around 
for a while. Having survived a rug- 
ged schedule during the much- 
hyped “All-American Bash,” Flair 
still appears to be in tip-top con- 
dition and have plenty of energy 
left. 

Actually, the schedule for Flair 
since the National Wrestling 
Alliance became the tool of Jim 
Crockett Promotions is not as 


demanding as it was when the 
N.W.A. was indeed a cooperative 
of promoters around the world. 
The N.W.A. (or Jim Crockett, to 
be more accurate) knows it has a 
good thing in Ric Flair. As long 
as Flair tackles all comers of all 
styles, so what if he gets a break 
now and then to prepare for the 
truly dangerous confrontations? 
4.—DOES NICK 
BOCKWINKEL REALLY 
DESERVE TO BE THE 
AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION CHAMPION? 
Answer: In terms of talent and 


skill and experience, certainly. 
Titles, however, should be won in 
the ring and not due to political 
disputes. Therefore, to spread 
the baloney that Stan Hansen 
was afraid to face Bockwinkel 
and was stripped of the A.W.A. 
honor is a disservice to wrestling 
and Bockwinkel himself. 

On a given night, Bockwinkel 
has the tools to score a win over 
anyone in wrestling. No young- 
ster, though, the long grind might 
take its toll. The A.W.A. itself has 
been somewhat shaky during the 
summer. Now Bockwinkel, 


In the hot seat on the 
current mat scene are 
none other than Andre 
the Giant (left), W.W.F. 
kingpin Hulk Hogan 
(right), and Kerry Von 
Erich (below), shown 
here tangling with 
Crusher Blackwell. 


through a bizarre set of cir- 
cumstances, is in a key spot for 
what the A.W.A. hopes will be a 
big rebound in the fall and winter. 

5.—CAN HARLEY RACE FIT 
IN WITH THE WORLD WRES- 
TLING FEDERATION? 

Answer: Not likely, at least not 
as a major star. Nobody can 
question the abilities and ac- 
complishments of Harley Race. 
But the W.W.F. is the land of 
hype and gimmick, so Race has 
not really taken charge as some 
expected he would. 

Surely age and injuries have 


taken an edge from Race; still he 
remains a most capable per- 
former who could capture a ma- 
jor championship. The problem 
for Race in the W.W.F. is that he 
might slip into the shadows as 
the spotlight falls on more 
outlandish characters. 

6.—CAN THE VON ERICH 
FAMILY OVERCOME ITS HORRI- 
BLE LUCK AND HELP MAKE 
WORLD-CLASS WRESTLING A 
PREMIER ORGANIZATION IN 
WRESTLING TODAY? 

Answer: lf anybody can, itis 
the Von Erich family. The tragic 
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death of David, the near-death of 
Mike, the constant injuries to 
Kevin, and Kerry’s horrible motor- 
cycle accident have tested the 
fiber of the entire family. 

The key for World-Class is 
building enough strong talent 
around the Von Erichs to gain a 
foothold in major markets. The 
wrestling recession works 
against them, as it does to all the 
other groups. The Von Erichs 
must be healthy and active to 
give World-Class a fighting 
chance; by the same token, the 
Von Erichs alone are not enough 
to get World-Class over the top. 

7.—DOES ANYBODY REALLY 
CARE ABOUT MANAGERS AND 
VALETS ANYMORE? 

Answer: With one or two ex- 
ceptions, probably not. Check the 
attendance figures. The sign on 
the building says “WRESTLING,” 
not managers and valets. What 
happens in the ring is what 
counts. 

The deluge of managers and 
valets has only served to weaken 
the appeal of those few who are 
really talented anyway. This idea 
croaked a long time ago, only the 
promoters have not figured it out 
just yet. 


8.—CAN “KING KONG” 
BRODY, THE LAST “OUTLAW,” 
SURVIVE MUCH LONGER? 

Answer: Physically, this moun- 
tain of muscle and determination 
can survive forever. Politically, 
even the independent Brody may 
have to bend a little in coming 
months. 

Just in 1986, Brody worked for 
the A.W.A., the N.W.A. and 
World-Class organizations along 
with a few smaller, independent 
promotions. Nobody else is even 
close to that, what with wrestlers 
aligned solidly with one group or 
another. 

The recession, however, is 
soaking up those smaller promo- 
tions. And the so-called “big 
boys” are eating up what little 
talent remains. In order to find 
the high-class opposition on 
which he thrives, even Brody 
might realize his days as an 
“outlaw” are numbered. 

9.—WHATEVER HAPPENED 
TO BOB BACKLUND? 

Answer: There is virtually no 
room for sincerity and honesty in 
pro wrestling today, so Bob 
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Backlund is virtually retired in 
what should be the prime of his 
career. 

In rather naive fashion, 
Backlund feels public opinion 
will force a showdown between 
himself and ‘‘Hulk” Hogan. Take 
this to the bank—the W.W.F. will 
never allow such a match without 


first extracting pledges from 
Backlund that Backlund could 
never allow himself to make. 


What a shame that wrestling 
has become so full of gimmicks 
there is no room for a truly 
superb WRESTLER like Bob 
Backlund. 


Having been World Tag Team champs can the Road Warriors (below, with Paul Eller- 
ing) handle individual success? Can they reach the top again as a tag team for that 
matter? And how about the American Dream, Dusty Rhodes? Is it Rhodes’ (bottom) 
mouth or mat skills that make his star shine as the N.W.A. champion? 


y 


10.—WHAT DOES THE 
FUTURE HOLD FOR “ROWDY” 
RODDY PIPER? 

Answer: Even Piper doesn’t 
know. Rumors were hot after 
WrestleMania II that Piper would 
retire, that Piper would go to the 
N.W.A., that Piper would change 
his style to gain what could easi- 
ly be instant popularity. 

The only sure thing with Roddy 
Piper is that he will find the most 
controversial position possible 
and make the best of it for 
himself. 

41.—WHAT MAKES “DUSTY” 
RHODES A STAR, HIS TALENT 
OR HIS MOUTH? 

Answer: Mainly his mouth, 
because Rhodes has a beautiful 
touch in interviews. He can say 
the same thing 50 others have 
said, but make it sound com- 
pletely different. More important- 
ly, fans remember when “Dusty” 
says it. 

Don’t sell Rhodes short in the 
ring, though, because Rhodes 
has learned to make the best use 
of the skills and size he has. 
Although he is most unorthodox, 
Rhodes has learned to pick his 
spots very well. 

12.—WILL TED DIBIASE EVER 
GET THE CREDIT AND OPPOR- 
TUNITIES HE DESERVES? 

Answer: This could go either 
way. If the Universal Wrestling 
Federation gives DiBiase the 
push he deserves, the answer 
would be yes. But the early 
moments of the U.W.F. drive to 
establish itself nationally seem 
to center the attention on 
“Hacksaw” Jim Duggan and 
“Cowboy” Bill Watts himself. 

DiBiase is a fabulous piece of 
talent, but the frustration must be 
eating at him. If he can control 
his own personal demons and 
not explode wildly, perhaps 
DiBiase can still climb to the very 
top of the hill where he deserves 
to be. 


13.—WHEN WILL WRESTLING 
RETURN TO TELEVISION? 

Answer: When the product 
some insist on calling wrestling 
wears out its welcome, then 
wrestling will be back but ona 
much smaller scale. 

Admittedly, this is a sarcastic 
question and answer. But itis 
one that fans ask over and over 
again. There is some fine action 
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on television each week, but it is 
overwhelmed by gimmicks, inter- 
views, videos, and outside in- 
terference. 

As ratings fall, and television 
stations bid adieu to this style of 
“wrestling,” a much harder and 
tougher version can creep back 
onto the screen. 

14.—IS THE BOX-OFFICE 
MAGIC OF ANDRE THE GIANT 
OVER? 

Answer: The World Wrestling 
Federation must think so, or why 
put a mask on Andre and call him 
the “Giant Machine’’? The idea is 
really a copy of “Dusty” Rhodes 
and his “Midnight Rider,” or of 
Rhodes and “Magnum T.A.” as 
the “James Boys.” 

Some consider this an insult to 
Andre, but surviving in wres- 
tling’s current climate is the main 
goal. Apparently, Andre was not 
willing to become an “outlaw” or 
work for another organization. 
Hence, Andre with a mask. 

15.—HAS ADRIAN ADONIS 
HELPED OR HURT HIMSELF 
WITH HIS UNREAL GIMMICK? 

Answer: For the long run, he 
has hurt himself. For the short 
run, he garnered more attention 
and more time on the W.W.F. 
television show. 

One story is that the entire 
idea is the brainchild of W:W.F. 
ruler Vince McMahon, Jr. What- 
ever the case, what Adonis has 
done is not a matter for jokes or 
laughs. Adonis has definitely hurt 
himself for the future. Fans simp- 
ly will not be taking him seriously 
after this fling, 


16.—WHEN WILL THE IN- 
CREDIBLE GIMMICKS COME TO 
AN END IN WRESTLING? 

Answer: Not until the whole 
business crashes. The history of 
wrestling shows that promoters 
generally deal with each problem 
by doing something even more 
ridiculous. They have almost 
always failed to realize that less 
is often more. 

One of the exceptions was the 
legendary Sam Muchnick in St. 
Louis, who had gimmicks but 
never allowed them more often 
than a few times per year. 
Therefore, they got attention. 
Muchnick also kept the lid on so 
things never went to the outer 
limit and had a promotion that 
was successful for 35 years. The 
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Handsome Harley Race (top) is now in the W.W.F. but does he really pose a threat to 


Hulk Hogan and the World title belt? And what about mat wildman King Kong Brody 
(bottom), the last real outlaw in the sport? Will he be tamed by the wrestling powers 


that be? 


same was also true for Vince 
McMahon, Sr., Paul Boesch, and 
one or two others. 

Today, however, gimmicks are 
running wild. In the process, they 
are helping to drown wrestling 
and nobody seems able to say 
“No!” when it counts. 

17.—CAN THE TREND OF GO- 
ING TO NEW, YOUNG 
WRESTLERS BEING DONE BY 
HIRU MATSUDA AND THE 
FLORIDA OFFICE HAVE A 
CHANCE TO BOOST WRES- 
TLING? 

Answer: If conducted correctly, 
it might be the only answer. 
Should wrestling come on the 
really hard times, many stars of 
today might be ruined by the 
crash. 

That will leave the doors open 
to youngsters with outstanding 
physical skills who rely on speed, 
fundamentals, and rugged wres- 
tling to make a new reputation. 


They won’t be tarred with the 
brush of the failure of others. Not 
yet cynical, these youngsters will 
hustle all-out every night and 
help rebuild wrestling once more. 

18.—HAS BARRY WINDHAM 
RUINED HIS CAREER? 

Answer: He is on the edge 
right now. Who knows the in- 
tricate dealing Windham went 
through with the N.W.A., A.W.A, 
and W.W.F.? What mind games 
were played on this superior 
young talent? 

Even with a rebel father like 
“Blackjack” Mulligan, Windham 
had to find out for himself how 
the political game in wrestling is 
played. That can be a brutal 
discovery. 

Now Windham is trying to put 
things together again. The 
answer is really in Windham’s 
head. For the sake of wrestling, 
which dearly needs fresh blood, 
let’s hope the answer is “no.” 


19.—CAN THE ROAD 
WARRIORS HANDLE IN- 
DIVIDUAL SUCCESS? 

Answer: The odds are against 
them, although the influence of 
manager Paul Ellering might help 
hold this prize package together. 
Hawk and Animal are both matur- 
ing into dangerous individual 
combatants. As a team, the War- 
riors are awesome. 

Historically in such situations, 
the team has broken up and the 
individuals have gone their own 
ways. Ellering, though, is much 
more of a manager than the vast 
majority of the “hype managers” 
who have no say about the peo- 
ple with whom they are 
supposedly associated. 

With the right guidance, the 
Warriors might be able to unite 
for lucrative, important tag bouts 
and still have impressive in- 
dividual records. It is going to be 
tricky, under the best of 
situations. 

20.—ARE VINCE MCMAHON, 
JR. AND THE WORLD WRES- 
TLING FEDERATION TO BLAME 
FOR EVERYTHING WRONG TO- 
DAY? 

Answer: Not really. With the 
advent of cable television, 
somebody was bound to rule the 
world. With television demanding 
more product, somebody was 
bound to overexpose. With the 
collapse of the National Wres- 
tling Alliance, somebody was 
bound to open up with gimmicks. 
Others created the conditions 
that opened the door for 
McMahon. 

What McMahon and his 
cohorts did was accelerate the 
process. He put in more hype 
than anyone else could have ona 
national basis, His gimmicks, 
some without any taste what- 
soever, are not really that much 
worse than some things justa 
few promoters have been doing 
for years. 

It all happened faster, and 
more violently, thanks to the 
W.W.F. Now wrestling is ata 
major crossroads. What happens 
over the next year or so could 
determine wrestling’s future for 
the next decade. 

Vince McMahon or not, how- 
ever, there would always be just 
as many questions of intrigue to 
answer about modern pro wres- 
tling. * 
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“| always try to abide by the rules—within 
reason,” says “The Bull” as he ropes a 
writhing rival in the ring. 


An unequal “half” of the “Shock Troops,” Kareem Muhammed (left), 
average man, weighing over 300 would get to be a disadvantage, but Kareem carries it well 


i 


Gantner, a key advocate of the “hit hard, fast, and often” motto of the “Troops.” 


get to be a bunch of idealists 
who lose sight of the fact that 
winning is the most important 
thing to a professional athlete. 
Good sportsmanship is fine for 
Little League ballplayers, but 
when it’s your living, you’ve got 
to win or hang it up.” 


Fate, Ed mentioned individ- 
uality as an advantage to be 
found in pro wrestling, and yet he 
has affiliated himself with Sir 
Oliver Humperdink, one of the 
most controversial managers in 
wrestling. We asked Ed if he’d 
care to comment. 

“Sure,” he said. “In wrestling, 
a manager is there to help you 
any way he can, but he doesn’t 
own you, body and soul. Let’s 
suppose Humperdink decided he 
wanted to trade me to Gary Hart 
or J.J. Dillon. If | didn’t like the 
looks of the deal, I’d tell him to 
shove it. I’d find a manager of my 
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own choice, or get along without 
one—whichever alternative 
suited me best. 

“Humperdink’s not that way, 
though,” Ed added. “He doesn’t 
sign up anybody who is lacking 
in potential, or who is going to be 
some kind of a prima donna who 
can’t get along with the other 
guys who wrestle for him. Per- 
sonally, | have no trouble being a 
team man as long as |’m not ex- 
pected to carry anybody.” 

At the time of this interview, 
the House of Humperdink 
boasted one outstanding tag 
team combination, known as the 
“Shock Troops.” The team con- 
sists of Ed Gantner and the 


massive Mr. Kareem Muhammed. 


According to Sir Oliver, these 
fellows tip the scales at a com- 
bined weight of 747 pounds. We 
asked Ed how much of this was 
his own. 

“| weigh 288,” Ed remarked, 


a 


Sir Oliver Humperdink, their leader, and “The Bull”: “For the 


and therefore it serves him well,” says 


the implication being that 
Muhammed was responsible for 
the remaining 459 pounds. We 
asked Ed if this were the case. 
“I'd say that Kareem is getting 
up right about there,” he replied. 
“He’s a big fellow, but he’s 
powerful. It’s amazing, the kind 
of endurance he’s got, consider- 
ing how big he is. We've been up 
against some tough opponents, 
but he’s never let me down.” 
Perhaps one reason why this is 
so is that Mr. Muhammed’s en- 
durance doesn’t often get put to 
the test. He and “The Bull” have 
earned their reputation as 
“Shock Troops.” They overwhelm 
their opponents right from (and 
sometimes from just a little 
ahead of) the opening bell, and 
the contest usually doesn’t last 
very long. “Hit hard, fast, and 
often,” seems to be their motto. 
The two of them weigh what 
you’d expect three good-sized 


Lex Luger’s attempts to get a grip on Gantner result in a “Bullfight”—with 


the bull earning the upper hand. “Good sportsmanship Is fine, but you’ve got 


to win or hang it up,” Gantner states. 


heavyweights to weigh; this, 
combined with their assault tac- 
tics, makes them a tough team to 
beat. 


ir Oliver Humperdink is one 

shrewd individual, no doubt 
about that. In Gantner and 
Muhammed, he has one of the 
most effective teams he has ever 
managed, and in his case that’s 
saying quite a bit. Asked how he 
happened to put this combina- 
tion together, Sir Oliver arrogant- 
ly replied that he “. . .always 
endeavors—successfully—to af- 
filiate with only the best.” 

Perhaps, but it’s not quite that 
simple. Not to dispute Humper- 
dink’s knack for attracting top 
talent, but there are indications 
that he had a particular need for 


a combination like Gantner and 
Muhammed at precisely the time 
he put this team together. 

Sir Oliver Humperdink has got- 
ten in hot water with officials for 
interfering in matches—not 
once, but dozens of times. There 
were indications that he might be 
suspended outright, or at least 
barred from ringside. This would 
have reduced him to the role of 
negotiator, talent scout, and 
other /egitimate functions of a 
manager. Sir Oliver found the 
prospect absolutely frightening, 
yet he knew that he was in immi- 
nent danger of something just 
like this happening to him. 

A way out would be to manage 
a team of wrestlers who were so 
awesome that Sir Oliver’s 
physical involvement in their 


matches would be altogether un- 
necessary. He needed a team 
that could win fast and decisive- 
ly, so that he could stay out of 
hot water with the powers that 
be. It wouldn’t do simply to have 
a winning combination that could 
methodically wear down op- 
ponents, the entire time being at 
risk of making a mistake and be- 
ing beaten themselves. Oliver 
had had teams like that before. 
He would grow very nervous as 
he watched the tide of battle 
shift from one corner to the other 
and back again. He would some- 
times bite his fingernails. There 
were indications that he might be 
developing an ulcer, and that 
would mean having to abandon 
his high-cholesterol diet in favor 
of soda crackers and skim milk. 
The very idea reduced him toa 
quivering blob of protoplasm! 


Well, it was either going to be 
self-discipline at ringside or self- 
discipline at the dining table, and 
while neither prospect was 
appealing, the former seemed the 
lesser evil (if you’re buying 
Humperdink’s concept of what’s 
“evil’”). It wasn’t going to be easy, 
though. Good behavior isn’t 
something which comes natural- 
ly after a lifetime of scandalous 
deportment. 

We might compare Sir Oliver’s 
plight to that of someone who is 
trying to quit smoking. In the 
latter case, it is wise to spend as 
little time as possible in the com- 
pany of persons who are inhaling 
and exhaling the noxious weed. 
In other words, avoid temptation. 

Horrors! An admonition to 
avoid temptation through self- 
discipline was as contrary to Sir 
Oliver Humperdink’s nature as 
toilet-training is to a pig’s! Not 
only had Sir Oliver never resisted 
temptation, he had spent most of 
his life seeking it out. Self- 
discipline? He had about as 
much as a hungry elephant ina 
peanut patch. 

If anything could rescue Sir 
Oliver from his dilemma, it would 
be the “Shock Troops.” But one 
does not put together a team 
worthy of this designation out of 
mere wishful thinking. It takes 
scheming and a cultivated 
absence of ethics. 


r. Kareem Muhammed, at 
400 pounds-plus, would 
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make the ideal ‘anchor man.” 
Kareem has a vicious streak, he’s 
loyal if the price is right, and 
despite his ponderous ap- 
pearance, he moves with the 
agility of a man half his size. 
Kareem Muhammed would be a 
good choice, but there would 
have to be someone else, and not 
just anyone would do. 

How about a man who was ac- 
customed to clashing with super- 
heavyweights in a singularly 
rough team sport? A trifle short 
on finesse, perhaps, but decided- 
ly long on aggressiveness, ex- 
quisitely capable of enduring 
pain, and enough of a team 
player to follow expert instruc- 
tion. A man like this would 
develop an acceptable degree of 
wrestling sophistication soon 
enough, given the “proper” 
guidance. 

In other words, a man like Ed 
“The Bull” Gantner. Ed had taken 
it upon himself to enter the ranks 
of professional wrestling; it re- 
mained only to convince him that 
a bright future lay ahead with the 
House of Humperdink. 

Sir Oliver rightly reasoned that 
Ed Gantner could be corrupted 
by money—if, indeed, it were 
even necessary to corrupt big Ed 
any further than his own instincts 
had already done. In any event, it 
would take money to purchase 
the man’s loyalty. Fortunately for 
Sir Oliver, the funds for such an 
undertaking were readily 
available—the profits acquired 
through years of cunning and 
deceitful dealings. 

“IT was personally flattered at 
the most generous offer made by 
Sir Oliver,” Ed recalls. “I had 
heard of this man’s talents for 
many years, and knew that he 
dealt only with the best in the 
sport. | was encouraged to hear 
that he planned to team me up 
with Kareem Muhammed, a 
veteran wrestler with an 
awesome reputation. It looked 
like the opportunity of a lifetime. 
Humperdink explained that, if | 
could produce, there would be no 
long months or years of strug- 
gling for recognition in 
preliminary matches,” 


Was there any doubt in big 
Ed’s mind that he could cut it? 
Was he concerned that he might 
be overshadowed by the more ex- 
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Ed Gantner, feared footballer, man-mountain, Missouri product—“Being a 
big man in a small town has nothing going for it compared with being a 
big man in a lot of big towns.” 


perienced Kareem Muhammed? 


“I’ve never been ‘overshad- 
Owed’ by anybody, and I’ve been 
playing sports all my life,” Ed ex- 
plained. “Kareem wasn’t going to 
be trying to make me look bad. 
That would have involved the risk 
of putting himself on a losing 
team. Kareem Muhammed 
shares my philosophy about the 


importance of winning, and in tag 
team competition, both men have 
to win, or both lose. 

“| have been fortunate in not 
having been stuck with tag team 
partners who couldn’t hold up 
their end, but I’ve talked to a few 
people who have had to endure 
this situation, and it’s got tobe a 
bad trip, You go out there and 
bust your butt to win, and your 


tag team partner starts posturing 
for the fans and gets pinned—or 
he can’t stand a little pain, and 
he gives up. | wouldn’t do that to 
a tag team partner. | wouldn't 
consider it ethical. 

“Now, you also asked if | 
thought | could ‘cut it’ in the top 
echelons of pro wrestling. Let me 
remind you that, at no time in my 
career, have | ever been ina 
situation where | couldn’t cut 
it—where | was out of my league, 
so to speak. If that thought had 
ever crossed my mind, I’d have 
gotten a job selling used cars or 
something.” 

How about size? At 288, Ed 
Gantner is big, even for a profes- 
sional wrestler. Just how much 
of an advantage is this? 

“None at all,” Ed told us, “if 
you're just carrying around extra 
pounds. If you’re in condi- 
tion—and | don’t think | need to 
remind you that | am—it can 
make a big difference in your 
favor. There are a lot of good men 
in pro wrestling who go 220 to 
250. Not to take anything away 
from these guys, but a good big 
man will prevail over a smaller 
opponent every time.” 


All right, how about a really big 
guy like Kareem Muhammed; 
does all that weight really accrue 
to his advantage? 

“In his case, it does,” Ed 
assured us. ‘Kareem has his 
roots in Africa, where there are 
tribes of giants. | expect he is 
descended from some of these. 
For the average man, weighing 
over 300 would get to be a pro- 
gressive disadvantage, but in 
Kareem’s case, he carries it well 
and therefore it serves him well.” 


O ne can scarcely help being 
impressed by Ed Gantner; ob- 
viously for his physical prowess 
and his rapid adaptation to the 
intricate skills of professional 
wrestling, but also for his grasp 
of the sport’s most brutal 
realities. Don’t ever expect this 
man to be Oliver Humperdink’s 
patsy, or anyone else’s, for that 
matter. 

And do expect to be hearing a 
lot more from this, one of the mat 
kingdom’s fastest-rising 
newcomers. * 
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HE ARENA parking lot 

was filled with people 

and cars. Fans were anx- 

iously watching the gate, 
where wrestlers, referees, and 
managers pulled into their reserv- 
ed parking stalls. 

Within a few minutes a pick-up 
truck entered the area and pulled 
to a halt. A tall, husky man with 
longish brown hair and a mus- 
tache got out, carrying a suitcase 
and a dark green army bag. 

It didn’t take long to realize 
that something inside the bag 
was moving. 

“That has to be Jake Roberts,” 
a fan said. “I’ve seen him before. 
| think he’s half crazy. He keeps 
this huge boa constrictor in the 
bag, and after he beats his oppo- 
nent, as an extra torture or 
punishment, he lets this snake 
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By Allan Bolte 


crawl all over his opponent. He’s 
crazy.” 

Once inside his dressing room 
he gently put down the bag. The 
man was indeed big Jake 
Roberts, famous for his rough- 
house style of wrestling, and, 
yes, for his live snake that usual- 
ly sits in his corner during his 
matches. 

“Okay, I'll give you 10 minutes 
or so, but no more,” Roberts told 
WRESTLING WORLD. “I’m a 
busy man, and | need my medita- 
tion and concentration.” 

He was wearing army fatigue 
pants and heavy black boots. 
And sitting in the corner of the 
room was that dark green bag. 
We didn’t need to ask what was 
inside. 

“Why do you look so scared?” 
Roberts asked. “| control the 


’ 
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snake completely. | have him in 
my power. He knows what he 
should and shouldn’t do; there’s 
nothing to be afraid of. He won't 
move unless | want him to.” 


t appears that Roberts has been 

around reptiles most of his life, 
and he studied them throughout 
high school and while in the 
military. He has trained snakes 
for various museums and 
zoos—but he was quick to admit 
that when he was younger he had 
no idea that he would someday 
become a professional wrestler. 

“| was always good at sports,” 
he explained. “Basketball and 
boxing were actually my two 
best—there wasn’t a kid in the 
school who could beat me. And | 
soon realized that | got kind of a 
sadistic thrill out of beating 
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What’s all that hissing you hear when Jake Roberts slithers into the ring? 
It’s not just from the crowds who come hoping to see him lose. . . just 

» check his luggage. Roberts is under investigation for his reptilian wrestling 
style and equipment—and if you ask him about it, he speaks with a forked 
tongue.... 
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someone up. Then | went out for 
wrestling and | did well, but box- 
ing was definitely my favorite.” 

Roberts then joined the army 
for four years. He says this is 
what toughened him up, made 
him put on size and muscle, and 
allowed him to discover parts of 
the world that he had never seen. 

“The army was good for me, it 
made me tougher than ever;’ he 
says. “| don’t regret a day of it. 
Basic training was good. | put on 
25 pounds in the army. | also en- 
joyed the travel, and | got to see 
parts of the world | knew nothing 
about. 

“| realized then that | really 
was an outdoorsman. Just throw 
me a blanket and I’m okay out in 
the mountains anywhere. In fact, 
even now whenever | get a few 
days off | drive up into the moun- 
tains whenever | can. It’s a real 
escape for me.” 

Wrestling was always one of 
his favorite loves, and it wasn’t 
until friends insisted he’d make a 
great pro wrestler that he decid- 
ed to seriously look into it. He 
thought that although he had the 
height he might need to gain 20 
pounds or so, and that was no 
problem. But how would he get 
started? 

“I was living on the East Coast, 
which really is the mecca of the 
W.W.F., so | started attending live 
matches whenever | could. This 
was about seven years ago, when 
the stars were Pat Patterson, Bob 
Backlund, Ernie Ladd, Pedro 
Morales, Fred Blassie, and 
others. | finally ran into Blassie 
and he helped me out. He admit- 
ted that he really didn’t have the 
time to take me on under his 
wing and become my manager, 
but he would introduce me to the 
right people. 

“Well, to make a long story 
short, seven months later | was in 
the ring with my first match. And 
| nearly got the hell beaten out of 
me.” 

He was facing Pedro Morales 
in New York’s Madison Square 
Garden before a crowd of 14,000 
fans. Roberts more than held his 
own against his Puerto Rican op- 
ponent, and after a while Roberts 
began breaking rules left and 
right. 

He kicked and stomped 
Morales, bodyslammed him, and 
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“The Snake” (left) tangles with 


battlers have been wagin 
Scales, st da 


threw him against the corner 
turnbuckles. But Morales didn’t 
take the beating for too long; 
eventually he had Roberts set up 
for an abdominal stretch and had 
forced him into submission. 

“That was my first match, 
remember, and I’ve come a long 
ways since then,” he said. “I get 
a thrill out of hurting my op- 
ponents, and so does my pet 
snake. | know exactly what I’m 
doing. Wrestlers respect me 
because they know that | have 
the brains, strength, and ability to 
get away with murder. 


“And I'll tell you something 
else—consider this a warning to 
any Opponents of mine in the 
future. They haven't seen any- 
thing yet; I’ve just started. The 
‘new’ Jake Roberts is getting 
ready to take on any and all com- 
ers. If you think | was rough and 


“The Drago 
nomous vendetta, but neither has 


in,” Ricky Steamboat, These two scaly 


been able to tip the 


rugged with opponents before, 
just wait until you see what | 
have in store for them. All hell is 
going to break loose.” 

The fact is, all hell already 
broke loose about seven months 
ago when Roberts took on 
popular Ricky Steamboat during 
a televised match. 

Through foul means—after 
knocking Steamboat’s head 
against the corner iron post and 
knocking him unconscious— 
Roberts’ hand was raised in vic- 
tory. He then went over to his cor- 
ner, picked up his bag, and 
walked over to the fallen Steam- 
boat. He let out the snake, which 
climbed all over Steamboat’s 
chest, throat, and face. 


A few weeks later, Steamboat 
had a rebuttal. “This was the 
most frustrating, agonizing thing 
that has ever happened to me,” 


he roared. “That snake could 
have killed me. But what disturbs 
me as much is the fact that | was 
completely humiliated. Roberts 
didn’t beat me in the ring fair and 
square, he cheated and caught 
me off guard. 

“Every time | see the video of 
this | go crazy. | have been trying 
to get Roberts into the ring alone 
now for a long time. He will 
regret what he did to me.” 


he Steamboat-Roberts feud 

gained quite a bit of national 
publicity. And the latest news is 
that Steamboat has a new sur- 
prise, an answer, for Roberts. 

During Steamboat’s last 
match, he brought with him ina 
cage a live snake, to the shock 
and delight of fans and officials. 
Steamboat’s reaction after his 
victory was as expected. 

“I’m prepared for Roberts,” 
was his response. “| have in this 
cage alive snake. I’m ready for 
my match with Roberts, and if he 
gets out the snake, |’ll do the 
same. | guess you could call it 
fighting fire with fire, and if that’s 
what it takes, that’s what I'll do. 

“This snake will be my protec- 
tion. And when | beat Roberts, 
this snake of mine will be let out 
of the cage and he’ll crawl all 
over Roberts and humiliate him, 
so the tables wil be turned. 
Roberts will get a taste of his 
own medicine.” 

When Steamboat defeated 
Moondog Spot, he didn’t do the 
usual Jake Roberts trick of turn- 
ing the snake loose onto his 
defeated opponent. 

“lm not that kind of guy, that’s 
not my intention,” Steamboat 
said. “| just want to make a point 
with Roberts. This is to show him 
that | mean business. He’s got to 
be stopped before someone gets 
badly hurt. And I’m just the guy 
to do it.” 

But Roberts says he isn’t the 
least bit worried about Steam- 
boat and his new ideas. 

“| don’t care what this idiot 
does, he doesn’t know anything 
about snakes, he couldn’t even 
whip his way out of a paper bag. 
Look, | beat him in the middle of 
the ring, he lay there like a 
whipped dog, everybody saw it. 
He claims that | cheated, and 
that | couldn’t beat him if | played 
fairly. That’s a lie. He’s just trying 


to save face. | was all over him, 
and he’s lucky | didn’t hurt him 
more. 

“’'m not avoiding him, and I'll 
agree to arematch with him 
whenever he wants, if that’s what 
it'll take to shut him up. But he’s 
asking for it, I’m warning him. | 
beat him once, and Ill beat him 
again. | he wants to be 
humiliated twice, then that’s 
what he’ll get. 

“The same thing’s gonna hap- 
pen. | beat the hell out of him, 
then I’ll let my partner, all four 
feet of him, slither all over 
Steamboat.” 

“11 tell you something right 
now—I’m the one that your 
mothers all warned you about. 
They told you to stay away from 
me and they were right. I’m 
dishonest, I’ll cheat, steal, do 
whatever it takes to win. 

“Steamboat’s gotta be crazy. 
Because this time Ill put him out 
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“The Snake” as their feud of t 
ets badly hurt,” says 


of wrestling, |’ll end his career. 
He won’t know what hit him. It'll 
be over for him.” 


oon after this a representative 

from the California State 
Athletic Commission, a govern- 
ing body that partially controls 
boxing and wrestling events 
throughout the state, issued a 
written complaint about Roberts’ 
snake. 

“It’s technically illegal for an 
athlete to bring any sort of live 
animal with him to ringside, if the 
animal presents a potetial danger 
to the athletes or spectators in 
the immediate area,” the letter 
from the commission said. “This 
would apply to the snake. But 
because Roberts keeps the 
snake covered, there’s not much 
that we can legally do to stop 
him. 

“However, he has let this 
snake out, which isn’t right. 


he fangs deepens. “He’s 
Steamboat. “And I’m just 
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A pair of snakes do “The Crawl” over a helpless victim (top), and the bigger snake 


brings “The Dragon” down to earth. “All hell is going to break loose,” warns Roberts 


the reptile. 


We're attempting to issue a ban 
against Roberts that would 
disallow him from wrestling 
anywhere in California. At this 
time, we haven’t succeeded. But 
we have our eyes on him, and he 
had best watch his step.” 

What was Jake’s reaction to all 
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this? 

“What a joke, it makes me 
laugh,” Roberts said with a sly 
smile. “Here they go, officials 
threatening me again. | heard 
that New York is trying to do the 
same thing. It’s ridiculous. This is 
a free country, and | have the 


right to do what | want. No one 
has the power to stop me. 


“Sure, if the snake bites some- 
one, then | could be in trouble, | 
personally could be sued, or 
whatever. | assume full liability 
and responsibility for its actions, 
| realize. But that hasn’t happen- 
ed yet.” 

The bout was set for the Los 
Angeles Sports Arena anda 
crowd of 12,000 turned out for the 
battle. Roberts was the first to 
enter the ring and as the crowd 
booed and jeered him, he put the 
dark green bag down in his cor- 
ner while he was being intro- 
duced. 

Moments later, Steamboat ap- 
peared from the back of the 
arena and made his way down to 
the ring, muscles bulging, a huge 
smile on his face, and to the sur- 
prise of many, he wasn’t alone. 
He was carrying a large steel 
cage, and inside it was a four- 
foot boa constrictor. 

Roberts didn’t look too happy 
when he saw Steamboat set 
down the cage in his corner and 
wave to the thousands of cheer- 
ing fans. Roberts quickly grabbed 
the microphone and shouted, 
“You can’t do this, you can’t get 
away with that, Steamboat, you 
have no right to bring a snake 
like that with you. | protest.” 

But Steamboat ran up to. 
Roberts and dropkicked him 
through the ropes onto the floor 
before the bell rang. The referee 
then started the match. 

Steamboat came out after his 
foe and bodyslammed him on the 
cement arena floor. He then 
stomped Roberts and threw him 
back into the ring. 

Steamboat reentered the ring, 
and that was his mistake. He 
walked right into a boot to the 
face, and Jake then worked him 
over stomping and kicking him 
ruthlessly. Instantly Roberts 
walked over to his corner and 
grabbed the bag, as if to let out 
the snake. But Steamboat was 
able to trip Roberts and slam his 
head against the corner turn- 
buckle. 

Steamboat held Roberts for 
several seconds in a powerful 
side headlock, but Roberts 
wouldn’t give up. Ricky then 
picked Roberts up and got him 
in an airplane spin, but Steam- 


boat became dizzy as well and he 
dropped to the mat with Roberts 
on top of him. 


Roberts couldn’t hold him for 
the three-count, and action 
resumed. There was no doubt 
that the fans were behind Steam- 
boat all the way, as they yelled 
and rooted for “The Dragon.” 

Ricky then climbed to the top 
rope and leaped off, ‘but Roberts 
rolled aside and Steamboat hit 
the mat chest-first. Roberts then 
quickly climbed to the top rope 
and jumped off toward Steam- 
boat, but Steamboat rolled away 
just in time. Now it was Roberts’ 
turn to bite the dust, as he, too, 
hit the mat hard. 

Steamboat then rolled over to 
his corner and began opening the 
cage. Roberts went over to his 
corner and reached for his bag, 
when the referee warned both 
wrestlers that they would be dis- 
qualified. 

Roberts then sneaked behind 
Steamboat, tripped him, and 
quickly pinned him for the three- 
count, but Steamboat’s feet were 
outside of the ring. Unfortunately, 
the referee didn’t see this move, 
and he raised Roberts’ hand in 
victory. 

Steamboat was furious. “My 
feet were outside of the ring, he 
didn’t beat me, everyone saw it, it 
shouldn’t count,” Steamboat 
shouted, but it was a waste of 
time. The decision had been 
made. 

Since Steamboat was on his 
feet, ready for more action, 
Roberts grabbed the bag and ran 
for the safety of his dressing 
room. 

He was unavailable for com- 
ment after the match, but one 
thing’s for sure: Steamboat and 
Roberts will again collide, and 
perhaps this time the feud will be 
settled. 


ntil then, there’s real hatred 

between the two. The majori- 
ty of fans seem to agree that 
Steamboat could defeat Roberts 
at any time, with or without the 
snake. 

And one thing is for sure. 
Steamboat will never forget the 
humiliation Roberts inflicted on 
him, and he won't be happy until 
he pays his nemesis back. 

Rest assured that he will. + 
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WINDHAM 


By Allan Bolte 


Barry Windham is from Texas, Sweetwater, Tex. to be exact. And it’s 
common knowledge that folks from the Lone Star State like to do things 
in a big way. So it’s no surprise that Barry, Blackjack Mulligan’s 
will-o’-the-wisp son, is standing tall in the realm of professional 


wrestling. 


IX YEARS AGO he was 

“just a young kid.” Dur- 

ing his first match as a 

professional wrestler, at 
a “skinny” (compared to most 
pro wrestlers) body weight of 229 
pounds on a 6-4 frame, Barry 
Windham was thrown around the 
ring like a rag doll; but with each 
fall he got up and continued 
fighting. 

Now, he’s one of the fastest- 
rising stars in the wrestling 
world. Weighing a muscular 248 
pounds, his hair five inches 
longer, his chest six inches 
broader, Windham is maintaining 
a winning streak and he’s doing 
exceptionally well. 

He even soared to the top of 
the W.W.F. tag team ranks with 
partner Mike Rotundo and had 
the fans coming out in huge 
crowds to see them in action. 
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After losing the belts, Windham 
and Rotundo went their separate 
ways and now Barry has been 
tearing up the sunny Southland. 

We first noticed Windham in 
San Francisco’s Cow Palace in 
1980, when he appeared as a tag 
partner of highly-rated Dusty 
Rhodes. Although it was obvious 
that Windham was new to the 
sport, he had potential and pro- 
moters sat up and took notice. 

In fact, Roy Shire, the Northern 
California wrestling promoter 
who resigned that year, had this 
to say about the young, inex- 
perienced Windham: “He’s great. 
I’ve been promoting wrestling for 
16 years and | wrestled for five 
years before that,” Shire stated, 
“so | know talent when | see it. 
He’s young, he needs to work out 
more, and naturally more ex- 
perience would help, but he has 


what it takes. He’s determined. 
And he’s not about to let anyone 
knock him around. 

“A week ago during a match 
against Bruiser Bob Sweetan, 
who outweighs Barry by about 50 
pounds, Sweetan kept hitting and 
punching him. Suddenly Wind- 
ham came back with everything 
he had and knocked the heck out 
of him. The 15-minute time limit 
ran Out before a victory took 
place. | was impressed.” 

We spoke to Windham at that 
time and he appeared shy and 
somewhat reserved. This was, 
after all, just approaching his 
second year of wrestling. 

“| was always athletically in- 
clined, and | passed up an oppor- 
tunity to become a pro basketball 
player,” he said. “I certainly had 
the height, but | really didn’t have 
any interest. | had played basket- 


ball in high school and did excep- 


tionally well, but there was 
something missing. | wanted a 
sport that had more aggres- 
siveness to it, something that re- 
quired more discipline and 
stamina. 

“And particularly, | wanted a 
sport that had more individual- 
ized attention. | ran into Kevin 
Sullivan a few years ago and he 
told me that he thought | would 
make a good wrestler. That in- 
terested me, so | gave it a try.” 


N ow Windham looks back on 
some difficult nights during 
his first year. “l remember in late 
’79 | had a bout with Mr. Saito of 
Japan and he used every dirty 
trick in the book on me. He 
choked me, used judo, evena 
karate chop, | thought | was 
about to die. He threw me out of 


Windham and former 

tag team partner Mike 
Rotundo take out their 
frustrations on the evil 


Iron Sheik. 


the ring, slammed me up against 
the iron post. | thought he 
wanted to kill me. 

“With my last bit of strength | 
fought back. It suddenly hit me 
that | was letting someone take 
advantage of me and that he 
probably thought | was naive. It 
dawned on me that he would un- 
doubtedly enjoy sending me to 
the hospital. 

“So, | hit him with everything | 
had. Then | gave him a dropkick 
that knocked him out of the ring 
and the fans went wild. They 
were behind me all the way and | 
liked that. | admit that he beat me 
that night, using a Japanese 
sleeper hold on me that’s applied 
to the nerves in the neck. But six 
months later | was able to secure 
a return match with him and | 
beat him. | was proud of myself, 
because | did it legally and scien- 


tifically, no illegal moves like he 
did to me. | didn’t need judo or 
karate, and | didn’t have to knock 
him against a post to beat him. | 
did it with my own two hands, 
and with my one brain; just as | 
had always intended.” 

After that the likeable Wind- 
ham began receiving offers from 
promoters throughout the coun- 
try and they eventually became 
increasingly lucrative. He found 
himself wrestling throughout 
California, where he headlined 
main events in San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, and San Diego, 
then he wrestled in Oregon and 
Nevada. 


Finally, he began flying around 
the country to the Carolinas, 
Georgia, and Florida, then up the 
East Coast. Last year he spent 
five weeks in Japan, touring the 
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country and taking on some of 
the finest wrestlers there. He left 
a positive impression on the 
Japanese, which was important 
to him since he was representing 
the United States. 

“| had a great time there but | 
really worked hard,” he recalls. “I 
had my hands full, doing inter- 
views during the day and travel- 
ing or wrestling at night. And | 
was wrestling some of the best 
grapplers they had. Wrestling is 
extremely popular there, some- 
thing like football and baseball 
here. The Japanese really roll out 
the red carpet for the American 
wrestlers. | learned a lot.” 

Windham recalls when he met 
a 330-pound Japanese wrestler 
during a bout in Tokyo. He says it 
was one of the toughest matches 
he ever had, and all he kept think- 
ing was that it would be all over 
for him if his opponent landed 
with all his weight on him. 

“Il remember on one occasion 
he bodyslammed me, then climb- 
ed to the top rope. | managed to 
move, or else | suppose | would 
have cracked a rib or two, to say 
the least.” 


he last two years have seen 

an increasing amount of suc- 
cess for Windham. He has wres- 
tled throughout the East Coast, 
defeating highly-rated opponents 
and winning championships left 
and right, and with each match 
he learns something new. 

According to Barry, he lives, 
eats, and breathes wrestling. It’s 
his whole life. 

“To me, it’s not just a job, it’s 
not just a way to make money,” 
he said. “It’s a desire, a first love. 
| have along, hectic day but | en- 
joy it. While many other wrestlers 
use their spare time with recrea- 
tional activities like'swimming; 
sunbathing, cooking, camping, 
whatever, l.spend my time study- 
ing the various wrestlers, wat- 
ching videos of myself in the 
ring, attempting to discover 
where | can perfect myself, what 
my weak points.are. And | watch 
films of other wrestlers too. | do 
my homework. 

“For example, if I’m going 
against, say, Cowboy Ron Bass, 
I'll study all that | can about him: 
If he’s on the same card as me, 
I'll watch him in action and learn 
as much about him as possible. 
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I'll watch his interviews, watch 
him in the ring, find out what his 
weak points are, so that | can 
monopolize on them. 

“The point is, whenever | enter 
the ring, | want to be fully pre- 
pared, | don’t just sign a contract 
with any wrestler, | prepare my- 
self for my matches. 

“Some of the other wrestlers 
think that | work too hard, that 
I'm overly careful, but | disagree 
with them. | don’t want to sound 
like I’m bragging but I’ve done 
well for myself and | believe in 
my strategies. | know what I’m 
doing.” 


Windham’s extremely success- 


Express, 


rld Tag Team belt Proudly, Windham 
one of the most POpular 


ful tag team combination with 
Rotundo earned him additional 
respect and’success. In fact, few 
thought the American Express 
could be toppled from the throne, 
although the team ofthe Iron 
Sheik and Nikolai Voikoff turned 
the trick. 

Windham got into the mat 
game at an early age. In fact, he’s 
one of the youngest athletes to 
become a pro wrestler, At the 
tendenage of 18 he was training 
atthe gym_and he knew at the 
time that he'wanted to turn pro. 
Like so many others in the sport, 
he had been a wrestling fan and 
had followed the action closely. 


At the time, his favorites were 
Ray “The Crippler” Stevens, Pat 
Patterson, Rocky Johnson, Bob 
Backlund, Ric Flair, andor 
course, his father; Blackjack 
Mulligan. At thé tender age of 20, 
he had his first pro match. 

Windham, now 27, says he 
feels better than ever and that 
seven years Of.experience have 
helped him greatly. ‘| know 
what’s happening, lm on my toes 
more, I’m faster and stronger,” he 
explained. “| was told that ex- 
perience is the best teacher, and 
that’s what I’m getting: 

“One of the wrestlers | respect 
most is Pat Patterson and he told 
me about four years ago that !’l! 
never stop learning. He has been 
successful in wrestling for 21 
years. So when someone like him 
gives me advice, | listen. He 


knows what he’s talking about. 

“Patterson told me that to this 
day he still is learning new holds, 
ideas, and theories. He’s the one 
who suggested that | watch other 
wrestlers in action, that | study, 
videos of them and learn as 
much as | can about their style. 

“For example, while in the 
W.W.F. | watched several 
matches with Orndorff. | noticed 
that, although he’s in tremen- 
dous physical condition, | think 
his soft spot is his back. If we 
ever meet again, | plan on going 
after his back as much as possi- 
ble. Bearhugs, backbreakers, 
body slams, anything that will 
soften him up by injuring his 
back. But | wouldn’t have noticed 
this if | hadn’t seen him wrestle 
before, and studied his strong 
and weak points. 


Barry in action (below) and with proud papa Blackjack Mulligan (bottom). “I don’t 
want to sound like I’m bragging but I’ve done well for myself and | believe in my 
strategies,” says Barry. “I know what I’m doing.” 


“On the other hand, he’s as 
strong as a bull, and he’s fast. So 
| don’t want to let him get a good 
hold'on’me or! could get hurt. |’! 
stay away from his grip as much 


as possible.” 


indham is one of the taller 

wrestlers in the sport today. 
And he’s quite popular with the 
female fans. But Windham is 
never too busy;to stop to chat 
with his supporters or to sign 
autographs and pose for pic- 
tures! The,fans are extremely im- 
portant to him, 

“They ve been behind me all 
the way, ever since my first 
match, and | appreciate that,” he 
says. “They mean a lot to me. 
Some wrestlers, I’ve noticed, take 
the fans for granted. For one 
thing, | realize that they’re my 
bread and butter, just like for any 
pro athlete. But more importantly 
than that, they help me morally 
and spiritually. | don’t want to let 
them down. 

“When I’m in the ring and | see 
them cheering me on, it helps me 
mentally. It pushes me farther. 
And when I’m on the mat getting 
the heck kicked out of me and | 
hear them yelling for me, it 
seems to give me that extra bit of 
strength. They’re good to me, and 
| try to be good to them.” 

Windham has received 
recognition, success, and 
monetary reward. He says he 
feels that he’s in the best shape 
of his life but that he’d still like to 
gain another 15 pounds of 
muscle. Doctors have told him 
that if he trained extremely hard 
for six days each week and 
followed the right diet (high pro- 
tein, high carbohydrate foods), 
that within 18 months he could 
be another Hulk Hogan. 


Would Windham want this? 
“Why not?” he asked with a 
smile. “Hogan is riding on top of 

the world now and he’s a fan- 
tastic wrestler; truly one of a 
kind. | don’t think | would like to 
get quite that big, no matter what 
anyone has told me. | feel that 
my bone structure isn’t large 
enough. But a few years from 
now I’m going to be mighty big. 
But | won’t change my sportsman- 
like ways—ever. | have too much 
pride for that. | care about my 
reputation.” * 
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\ HOW LONG /f 


HULK HANG 


ON? 


By Twig Martin 


First Stan Hansen was toppled off the A.W.A. throne, then Ric Flair lost 
his precious “10 pounds of gold.” How much longer can Hulk Hogan 
hold onto his coveted W.W.F. strap? Not much longer, if some of his 
toughest opponents are to be believed. 


OTHING IS a sure thing, 
especially in the violent 
and chaotic world of 
professional wrestling 
where anything can happen and 
usually does. Even the cham- 
pions, the crowned princes of the 
sport, can’t get too cocky. They 
can’t even afford to let their 
guard down for an instant 
because somebody out there has 
surely been waiting for that mo- 
ment, slowly stalking the kingpin 
and waiting to catch him in a mo- 
ment of weakness, 

And sometimes the killing 
blow can come from the most 
unlikely places. Take the case of 
Stan Hansen, for example. The 
big, bad cowboy awoke on the 
morning of June 29th, warmed by 
the thought that he was still 
A.W.A. Heavyweight champion of 
the world. Before the day was 
through, however, Hansen had 


lost his belt in Denver. And it hap- 


pened without the Bad Man From 
Borger, Texas even stepping into 
the ring! 

The case of former N.W.A. 
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champion Ric Flair is a bit dif- 
ferent. Defending his title all over 
the country this summer ina 
most grueling schedule, Flair 
thought he was over the hump 
until he got a big surprise from 
the American Dream, Dusty 
Rhodes, in Greensboro, N.C. Ol’ 
Stardust took advantage of the 
obviously weary Flair and came 
home with the N.W.A. 
Heavyweight title for the third 
time in his illustrious career, The 
Nature Boy, known for his 
cockiness and bravado, had been 
demoted from champ to con- 
tender, just as easy as one, two, 
three. 

Staunch supporters of W.W.F. 
champion Hulk Hogan believe he 
is immune to dethroning of this 
sort. They claim he is bigger, 
stronger, possesses more 
stamina and brains than the 
other major champions, and that 
he would never leave himself 
open for a sneak attack. That’s 
just what Flair kept telling 
himself, and anyone else that 
would listen, over and over and 


over again. 


ranted, Hulk Hogan is one of 

the most impressive cham- 
pions mat experts have seen in 
some time. He has been tremen- 
dously successful at defending 
his title ever since he won the 
belt on Jan. 24, 1984. While he 
rarely meets other scientific 
wrestlers, Hogan seems to 
possess enough strength to over- 
power even the most skilled 
technical grapplers. 

But everybody is out to get the 
champion. .. EVERYBODY! Take 
Mr. Wonderful, Paul Orndorff, 
who until late July was the 
Hulkster’s trusted tag team part- 
ner. Orndorff appeared to have 
changed his evil ways, his Roddy 
Piper-influenced behavior seem- 
ed far behind him, and obviously 
had Hogan fooled. Putting his 
trust in his partner as they went 
out to face another pair of mat 
monsters, Hogan nearly met his 
downfall. 

Orndorff proved himself to be 
nothing more than a lowly back- 


“ll tell you what Hulkamania is all about,” the 
Hulkster explains. “It’s indescribable! Brother, 
you've got to live it, you’ve got to experience it. 
You've got to have it flow in your blood... .” 
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stabber, turning on the big blond 
champ and driving him into the 
canvas with a powerful piledriver. 
Caught by surprise, there was 
nothing that Hogan could do but 
thank his lucky stars the belt 
wasn’t on the line and begin to 
plot his revenge. 

Of course, the stage was then 
set for an Orndorff-Hogan battle 
but Orndorff is not the only one 
Hogan has to worry about. 

“I’ve been in the business for 
over 20 years and | held the 
N.W.A. Heavyweight champion- 
ship a record seven times,” 
bellows Handsome Harley Race. 
“| want Hulk Hogan. | want him 
bad! And I’m just the guy who 
can take his precious little belt 
away!” 

Race, as most mat fans will 
agree, is more than a capable 
wrestler. Not exactly in his prime 
anymore, Race still has a wealth 
of experience packed into his big 
frame. There’s plenty of strength, 
more than enough cunning, and 
an overpowering will to win 
another World championship. 


“| wouldn’t have come to the 
W.W.F. if | didn’t think I’d get a 
title shot and if | didn’t think | 
could take advantage of that shot 
when | got it,” Race boasts. 
“Hogan has been living in 
dreamland for too long and I’ve 
come to wake him up from his 
slumbers!” 


(-f ogan has been taking on all 
comers for close to three 
years now, something that has to 
take a lot out of even the most 
conditioned athlete. Night after 
night, in town after town, facing a 
different opponent in each bout, 
Hogan has fallen into the cham- 
pion’s routine. Along with all the 
glitter and acclaim comes tons of 
hard work, travel, and the sneers 
of adversaries who would rather 
crack your head open witha 
chair and put you out of action 
than fight fairly. Sure, there are 
the girls and the glory and the 
multitudes of adoring fans but 
there are also the countless 
hours spent working out in the 
gym, pumping up to physical 
perfection, getting ready for 
whatever comes your way. 

“111 tell you what Hulkamania 
is all about,” the Hulkster growls. 
“It’s indescribable! Brother, 
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you’ve got to live it, you’ve got to 
experience it. You’ve got to have 
it flow in your blood before you 
can even come close to believing 
in it or comprehending it!” 

But has Hulk Hogan lived it too 
long? 

“Hogan has definitely got to 
be easier prey than when he first 
became champ,” one source 
close to the champ informed. 
“He’s not only wrestling, he’s on 
TV, he’s got movie plans, public 


e. Hot on his trail are 
ex-pal Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff and former N.W.A. champion Handsome 
Harley Race. 


appearances, the works. He’s not 
eating, sleeping, breathing, LIV- 
ING wrestling like he used to. 
“That makes him susceptible. 
He’s liable to slip, have his mind 
on something else. And there are 
a lot of hungry wrestlers out 
there, hungry for what Hogan has 
around his waist. And there is 
nothing they won’t do to get it!”’ 


&6§ think Hulk Hogan today isa 
much better wrestler than he 


Hogan matches his strength against Jesse “The Body” Ventura, who has also 
served as an announcer for W.W.F. telecasts. Ventura has no love lost for “Chump” 
Hogan and feels he could beat the blond champion anytime. 


was six years ago,” counters 
mean Ox Baker, one of the most 
brutal big men in the sport. 
“Some people say he’s the best 
in the world. | think that has to be 
proven,” Baker qualifies. 

“Hogan is riding on top of the 
world right now,” says former 
W.W.F. star Barry Windham, “and 
he’s a fantastic wrestler; truly 
one of a kind.” 

But when you’re riding on top 
it just makes it that much easier 


to fall off. Just ask Ric Flair, or 
better yet, Stan Hansen, who, it is 
rumored, lost his title because of 
his temperament. 

How is Hogan getting along 
with the brass at the W.W.F.? 
Could he, like Hansen in the 
A.W.A., possibly lose his title 
because of politics? 

“Only when he gets too big for 
wrestling,” one mat expert 
observed. “‘He’s too popular, 
packs the fans into the arenas. 


They all come out to see him. 

“But when his outside in- 
terests begin to cut into his 
wrestling schedule, then maybe 
we'll see some fireworks. They 
need Hogan, just like he needs 
them, for now. Then when things 
go sour, Hogan will move on to 
Hollywood and another fair- 
haired boy will be around to take 
his place as champ.” 

“He’s a chump,” Jesse Ven- 
tura says. “I should be champ, 
not him.” Ventura, however, has 
even been neglecting his announ- 
cing duties in favor or making 
movies and is rarely ever seen in- 
side the ring anymore. 

“Chump Hogan is what they 
really call him. You don’t hear 
what goes on behind closed 
doors like | do. Chump Hogan’s 
the name!” Ventura echoes. 


Regardless, he wrestles on. 
Randy Savage and “Macho 
Mania” tried to knock him out of 
action and failed. Harley Race 
has yet to back up his boasts and 
even a sneak-attack by his so- 
called ‘‘friend” Orndorff has 
failed to put a damper on 
Hogan’s reign. 

“Everything you do has to be 
positive, man! Everything | dois 
real, and my people get off on 
that. | live this thing day and 
night. It’s me. It’s my ability to 
drive others to make something 
of their lives. It’s rampant 
Hulkamania!” the blond 
behemoth brags. 


\-4 ow long can Hulkamania 
rage on? According to Hulk 
Hogan, as long as he wants it to. 
How long do the fans want it to? 
From the cheers and standing 
ovations he’s been getting all 
over the country, it’s obvious that 
the fans want Hulkamania to 
rage on forever. 

So Hogan’s fans remain happy 
while he gamely battles on and 
his detractors eagerly await his 
downfall, watching each bout 
with bated breath, hoping that 
this will be the match of his un- 
doing. 

Should Hogan fall in the near 
future, at least he has a cartoon 
show to fall back on. Not so Stan 
Hansen, not so Ric Flair. x 
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Interview: 


ony “Lanza 


By John Woods 


Tony Lanza seems to have done everything at least once. Not only has 
he made his mark as a world-renown wrestler and teacher but Lanza is 
also legendary for his sports photography and, believe it or not, his 
sculpture. WRESTLING WORLD caught up with this mat legend for a 


personal interview. 


(44 OOD GOD, what is 
that thing?” cried a 
sophisticated mid- 
dle-aged woman sit- 

ting at ringside. 

The culprit that startled the 
wide-eyed, open-mouthed wres- 
tling fan appeared to be a huge 
gorilla heading towards the ring 
at great speed, beating his 
massive hairy chest along the 
way! Back in 1961, even the 
sophisticated wrestling fan had 
to look twice at this spectacle, 
which seemed to be right out of 
an Edgar Rice Burroughs novel. 

Once in the ring, the gorilla, 
who was announced as “King 
Kong,” proceeded to annihilate 
his six opponents in a very fast, if 
not fashionable, style. (Ah, the 
good old days.) Once “King 
Kong” made his way back to the 
dressing room, he took off the 
ape head and became ... Tony 
Lanza! When the entire costume 
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Photos courtesy of Tony Lanza 


was off, it was a trip to the 
shower and then back to ringside 
as Tony Lanza, world famous 
photographer. The wrestling 
photography of Tony Lanza is 
legendary, as his photos have 
graced wrestling magazines for 
many decades, but he is aman 
with a most diversified range of 
interests, and it seems that there 
is nothing Tony Lanza has not 
done once ... sometimes twice! 

Let WRESTLING WORLD now 
take you on an amazing trip down 
memory lane, one you will never 
forget. 


tarting his athletic career as a 

boxer at age 12 (the Jack 
Dempsey era), it did not take 
Tony Lanza long to defend 
himself proficiently against the 
neighborhood bullies who made 
the mistake of thinking that this 
kid was a pushover. Lanza en- 
joyed the prospect of man-to-man 


combat and, before 1936 was 
over, he became interested in 
wrestling and the wrestling world 
soon had another recruit. Tony 
had already gained valuable ex- 
perience in the amateur ranks 
when he weighed only 120 
pounds. Starting out profes- 
sionally at around 210 pounds 
under the moniker of Young San- 
dor, Lanza proved he was more 
than a match for the big boys, 
and even though he was later 
known as the singing wrestler 
(actually singing bars of music 
before each match), Tony never 
took a back seat to anyone in 
that ring. Always willing to try 
new ideas, Tony was soon wres- 
tling under a mask as the “Black 
Devil” and “The Strangler.” The 
gorilla outfit came later. Once the 
masks were off, our hero did 
some great wrestling under his 
own name... .well, almost. You 
see, Ferdinairdo Antonio Lanza 
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was shortened to Tony Lanza. 


Tony drew great crowds when 
he was in the ring and he was 
one of the toughest competitors 
of his time. Young Lanza won 
many titles but the Quebec Inter- 
national title and the North 
American title gave him the most 
satisfaction. The wrestling 
adventurer fought some of the 
biggest names in the business, 
locking horns with such giants of 
the mat as Dick Hutton, Yukon 
Eric, Bobby Manogoff, Yvon 
Robert, Killer Kowalski, Frank 
Valois, and even the Flying 
Frenchman, Edouard Carpentier. 
He had close to 4,000 bouts. 

Although Lanza continued to 
wrestle until 1972, when he was 
52 years old, his curious mind 
could not limit itself to wrestling, 
and in the early years of his 
career Tony found himself as of- 
ficial photographer for the Joe 


g Kong 


Weider magazine, YOUR PHY- 
SIQUE. 

Of course, Lanza is a genius 
behind the camera. All the greats 
at one time or another posed for 
him. It is interesting to note that 
Tony Lanza met Steve Reeves in 
Chicago, ill. when Reeves 
became “Mr. America” in 1947. 
Tony was sent to photograph him 
for the Joe Weider publications. 
And the photos Lanza took of 
Reeves were so stupendous that 
they put the muscleman in the 
starring role of “Hercules” in the 
movies. 

The 1940s were very good to 
the wrestler-photographer as he 
married a wonderful French 
Canadian girl, Margot Gravel, in 
1942. They have been married 
now for 44 years. They have a boy, 
Tony, Jr., and a girl, Ceddetta. 


A: the years went. on, Lanza 
found himself teaching the 


art of professional wrestling, and 
he remained an instructor for 15 
years. During this time he was 
known as Yvon Robert’s police- 


-man. Lanza was also the creator 


of the 1965 blockbuster, The 
Golden Book of the Century 
wrestling album. (At this time he 
is hard at work on an updated 
version of the book.) 

This great man named Tony 
Lanza excelled in everything he 
tried, but after being a boxer, a 
wrestler, a trainer, a photogra- 
pher, a mentalist, etc. what did 
our multi-talented hero do for 
relaxation? Would you believe 
sculpture? 

His latest hobby has led him to 
some very beautiful creations. He 
has led a full life and conquered 
all obstacles in his path. It 
seemed that the world belonged 
to him, until one day he found a 
tumor on the left side of his 
forehead. It may have been 
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caused by the constant physical 
abuse Tony endured during his 
long career. After all, Lanza had 
been receiving injuries for 36 
long years. But with the heart and 
soul of a professional wrestler, 
Lanza looked upon his tumor as 
another opponent, and set out to 
defeat his latest adversary. 

Tony had his operation on 
March 17, 1982 at the Sacre 
Coeur Hospital in Montreal, Que. 
It was a serious Operation but our 
hero survived and recovered. The 
great one is once again in the 
swing of things, as Lanza’s mind 
is always exploring, always look- 
ing for new worlds to conquer! 

Our man in Montreal, John 
Woods, did an exclusive inter- 
view with Tony Lanza, which 
WRESTLING WORLD is proud to 
now bring to the public. 


WW: It is such a great honor for 
any wrestling historian to be in- 
terviewing a legend, and you, 
Tony Lanza, have done so much 
for the sport of pro wrestling. 
Where did it all begin for you? 
TL: | started many years ago in 
Montreal, Quebec for promoter 
Syvio Samson. Then | worked for 
the famous Montreal promoter 
Eddie Quinn. At that time, | was 
to meet the Canadian champion 
Yvon Robert, and we became 
best friends. 

WW: You created much con- 
troversy with your masks in the 
early days. What made you wear 
a mask? 

TL: At that time, | was the official 
photographer for the Montreal 
Forum, so in 1950 | had to use a 
mask. | called myself the 
Strangler, then the Black Mask, 
then the Black Devil. | wrestled 
for over 15 years with a mask. | 
won the North American title 
with my mask, and no one ever 
unmasked me. | began to tour the 
U.S.A. from New York to Califor- 
nia. My tour was a great success, 
winning nearly all my matches. | 
even beat Wild Bill Longson! 
WW: As a wrestler, who were 
some of your toughest op- 
ponents in the ring? 

TL: Lou Thesz, Bobby Manogoff, 
Killer Kowalski, Ed Carpentier, 
Yukon Eric, Dick Hutton, and of 
course Yvon Robert! Some of my 
greatest matches took place in 
Toronto, Ont., for then promoter 
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Frank Tunny. 


WW: | know that you were known 
as a rough teacher when you had 
your wrestling school. Tell us 
something about that stage of 
your life. 

TL: | had my own wrestling 
school. | taught young wrestlers 
from 150 pounds to 450 pounds. | 
wrestled each one of them for 
four hours, three to four times a 
week. That is how | stayed in 
such great shape. 

WW: How long did you wrestle? 
TL: | wrestled for 36 years. Until | 
was 52 years old. | am now 66. 
WW: You have had many injuries 
during your long career, what 
was the worst? 


TL: The worst was in 1982 when | 
had my tumor! 

WW: | mean wrestling injuries... 
TL: The tumor was caused by 
wrestling. Too many chairs 
broken over my head. | know it 
was caused by my wrestling 36 
years. But if | had to start all over 
again | would do the same thing. 
| loved my career. | guess | would 
have to love it, after all that | have 
been through during the past 36 
years. Wow, what a career! 

WW: When did you start asa 
photographer? 

TL: In 1943. | began for Joe 
Weider. He was a great inspira- 
tion for me. | owe a lot to that 
man. | can never forget him for 


Lanza speaks his mind with WRESTLING WORLD correspondent John Woods 
(below) and catches up on old times with other mat greats Killer Kowalski, Jacques 
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Rougeau, Sr., and Dom DeNucci (bottom). 


Lanza, after winning the North American title in 1963 (top). The referee holding his 


=# ¥ 
= 
aS 


hand high in victory is none other than Eddie “The Brain” Creatchman. In this 1955 
photo (above), Lanza takes a break from the mat wars to hunt moose in Quebec. 


what he did for me. He gave me 
many breaks back then that | 
needed to aid me in my career, 
and he helped me to become a 
famous wrestling photographer, 
after all, without him, where 
would | be? 


WW: How long have you been 
married? 

TL: Since 1942. My wife’s name is 
Margot Gravel. 

WW: How did you meet the actor 
Steve Reeves? 

TL: | met him in Chicago, Ill., 


when he became Mr. America. | 
was sent to photograph him for 
the Joe Weider publications. My 
photos of him were so good, they 
landed him the role of ‘‘Hercules” 
in the movies! 

WW: What was your weight in 
your prime? 

TL: | started out at 210 pounds, 
then | became 260 pounds. But 
as you know, | also wrestled ina 
gorilla outfit, and then | lost near- 
ly 7 pounds a match. 

WW: Why did you want to 
become a pro wrestler? 

TL: | always felt that | needed 
respect from people, and also as 
you know, | have always enjoyed 
the thought of man-to-man com- 
bat, so wrestling was right up my 
alley. And | loved every minute of 
it. | wish | had it to do all over 
again. 

WW: You have worked with some 
of the biggest names in the 
business in wrestling and body- 
building like Joe and Ben Weider. 
But in wrestling, what names 
come to mind as your greatest 
friends? 

TL: Stanley Weston, the 
publishing king, is a great friend 
of mine, as well as Kowalski, and 
the late great Yvon Robert. But 
there have been so many! 

WW: Thank you so much, for this 
wonderful interview. We all look 
forward to your book, The Golden 
Book of the Century. \t was great 
to relive a bit of the past with 
you. 

TL: | love to share my life with the 


‘public, and | want to thank 


WRESTLING WORLD for making 
it all possible. 


had the time of my life doing 

this interview with the king of 
wrestling’s paparazzi. What a life 
this man has had! So much suc- 
cess and so much more to come. 
It would take a book to tell the 
life of this great man but we hope 
that the interview and photos will 
do Tony Lanza some justice. 

A last word for the sophis- 
ticated middle-aged woman sit- 
ting at ringside who was thunder- 
struck at seeing a gorilla making 
its way to the ring. If only she 
could have seen behind the 
mask.... 

Now we have all been given 
the chance to do just that, thanks 
to WRESTLING WORLD. x 
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ELCOME TO 
another ex- 
citing East- 
ern Report. 
With all of the wrestling 
extravaganzas that have 
been taking place up and 
down the East Coast, it is 
obvious that this is the 
number-one area for 
wrestling today. 


Fans all up and down 


the eastern seaboard are 
able to see the stars of the 
W.W.F., N.W.A., W.C.W., 
and the A.W.A. as well as 
the outstanding indepen- 
dent promotions. That 
means plenty of hot and 
heavy mat action for all 
the wrestling fanatics 
here.... 

There is quite an in- 
teresting war being waged 
in Baltimore and Phila- 
delphia. Both the W.W.F. 
and the N.W.A. are send- 
ing their big stars to these 
cities and the fans just 
love it. Recently, a capaci- 
ty crowd in Baltimore 
watched Ole and Arn 
Anderson, along with their 
cousin, Ric Flair, lose to 
the extremely popular 
combination of Dusty 
Rhodes and the Rock ‘N 
Roll Express. In addition, 
the sensational Magnum 
T.A. won by a count-out 
over the powerful and terri- 
fying Russian Nikita 
Koloff. 

Philadelphia has also 
been the scene of many 
wild brawls. The City of 
Brotherly Love was host to 
the Great American Bash 
and 10,000 avid fans turn- 
ed out at Veterans Sta- 
dium for the festivities. 
Nature Boy Ric Flair bare- 
ly hung onto his World 
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Chris Adams poses with his World Class 


he 


Wrestling World Heavyweight belt. W.C.W. 


action has now come to the East Coast, bringing the likes of Rick Rude, Bruiser 
Brody, and of course, the Von Erichs. 


Heavyweight title with a 
disqualification victory 
over Road Warrior Hawk. It 
is a battle the fans will 
remember for quite some 
time to come. With just a 
little luck, Hawk would’ve 
emerged as the cham- 


pion!... 


Rumors are running 
rampant that World Class 
Wrestling will be making 
its first appearance in 
Philadelphia, if it hasn’t 
already made its debut by 


the time this hits the 
stands. If this does prove 
true, Philadelphia will be 
the first city to host three 
major promotions! This 
should really heat up the 
wrestling wars!... 

With all of this expan- 


: REI OR : By Al Tessitore 


sion, the wrestling action 
has been getting better 
and better. In the W.W.F., 
Hulk Hogan continues to 
reign supreme but he has 
a new enemy. ‘Mr. Won- 
derful’’ Paul Orndorff 
reverted back to his old 
ways and is now a hated 
rulebreaker. Long-time 
followers of the sport 
could see the change 
coming on slowly but 
surely. It seems Orndorff 
resented everyone refer- 
ring to him as “Hulk, Jr.” 
He was hearing it every- 
where he went and it even- 
tually got to him. During a 
tag team match that pitted 
Orndorff and the Hulkster 
against King Kong Bundy 
and Big John Studd, Mr. 
Wonderful turned traitor 
and attacked Hogan. Orn- 
dorff gave the Hulk a 
vicious piledriver as the 
fans went wild. Now Orn- 
dorff is looking for a title 
match and hopes to be- 
come the new W.W.F. 
World champion. Orndorff 
is good, we must admit, 
buthe’s no Hulk Hogan!.. 


acho Man Randy 
Savage, meanwhile, 
has been getting more 
popular with each passing 
day. Much of his new- 
found popularity, how- 
ever, is due to his beautiful 
valet, Ms. Elizabeth. 
Unlike her other female 
counterparts such as 
Precious, Missy, Sun- 
shine, and the rest, Eliz- 
abeth has yet to get active- 
ly involved in any of her 
man’s matches. And 
that’s the way it should 
be.... 
Does anyone really 
think Handsome Harley 


Jimmy “The Mouth of the South” Hart escorts the notorious Jimmy Jack Funk into 


1' 3 


the ring for another brutal bout. Note the Texas bullrope Funk is wielding. 


Race stands a chance 
against Hulk Hogan? 
Race is a seasoned pro- 
fessional, having held the 
N.W.A. title on seven dif- 
ferent occasions, but heis 
not a youngster anymore 
and has certainly slowed 
down. He’s definitely not 
in Hogan’s class but 
always remains a threat to 
emerge on top, especially 
if Hogan ever takes him 
too lightly... . 

After a lengthy absence 
“Rowdy” Roddy Piper has 
returned to the ring wars. 
In fact, in his first match 
back Piper battled the 
‘Magnificent’? Don 
Muraco! Talk about a bat- 
tle of the egos! Does this 
mean that Piper is turning 
good guy? Only time will 
tell.... 


Jake “‘The Snake”’ 
Roberts (see page 30) and 
Ricky ‘“‘The Dragon’”’ 
Steamboat continue to 
feud all over the W.W.F. 
territory. Roberts, despite 
his sinister ways, is a sen- 
sational wrestler. If he 
would only turn his atten- 
tion to the Hulk and leave 
the Dragon alone he could 
come away with the 
title... . 

The N.W.A. is going 
great guns all over the 
area. The biggest news 
continues to be the 
Magnum. T.A.-Nikita 
Koloff war over the U.S. 
championship. The big 
Russian jumped out to a 
3-0 lead in their best-of- 
seven battle for the belt 
but by the end of the Bash 
there was. still no 


winner... . 

Also impressive in the 
Great American Bash 
series was Ric Flair, who 
defended his title 14 times 
and defeated everyone 
who challenged him. Top 
mat men suchas Magnum 
T.A., Ricky Morton, 
Animal, Hawk, Dusty 
Rhodes, and Nikita Koloff 
failed to knock the king off 
his throne. This, however, 
ended a few days after the 
last Bash when Rhodes 
beat Flair in Greensboro, 
N.C. to cop the belt... . 


aby Doll is still looking 

to settle a score with 
Jim Cornette, the man 
with the infamous tennis 
racquet. Although Baby 
Doll has actually defeated 
Cornette in several match- 
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es on the Great American 
Bash circuit, the popular 
and pretty lady is still not 
satisfied. She will not rest @ 
until she drives Cornette 
and his Midnight Express 
out of the N.W.A.!... 


What’s the matter with 
the Road Warriors? 
Although they’re still 
unbelievably big and 
powerful, the Warriors 
have been without a title 
for quite some time now, 
far too long as faras some 
people are concerned. 
They nearly rectified this 
situation in Baltimore 
when they squared off 
against the Midnight Ex- 


a | A 


Dusty Rhodes shocked the mat world when he copped the N.W.A. Heavyweight title 
nieee but Boby Eaton-and for the third time in his career. The American Dream downed Ric Flair in Greensboro, 
N.C. this summer. 


Dennis Condrey managed 
to get disqualified before 
the Roadies could apply 
the finishing touches. The 
Road Warriors have vow- 
ed to finish the job next 
time.... 


World Class Wrestling 
recently toured Albany, 
N.Y. and Providence, R.l. 
The W.C.W. World cham- 
pion, Chris Adams, suc- 
cessfully defended his 
title against former champ 
Ric Rude, who was man- 
aged by Percival Pringle at 
both arenas. The wildest 
battle of the tour was in 
the Providence Civic ® 
Center between Abdullah 
the Butcher and Bruiser 
Brody. Never before had 
the people of Providence 
seen a match like this one. 
The Butcher and Brody a 
battled all over the arena ; 
and by the time the two *¥ 
combatants were sepa- 
rated they were both 
bleeding profusely. This 
might have been the 
wildest, no-holds-barred 
battle ever to take place on 

After an absence, the : 
A.W.A. stars have returned @ 


the East Coast.... 


to the East Coast on ‘j : ; 
several outstanding cards - #t Wai ee Ly dh ai a 
in New Jersey. A.W.A. Ms. Elizabeth leads her man, Inter-Continental champ Randy Savage, into another 
champ Nick Bockwinkel battle. Mat experts believe that Elizabeth is largely responsible for the Macho Man’s 
’ 
popularity. 


as well as A.W.A. World 
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Tag Team champs Buddy 
Rose and Doug Sommers, 
have been successful in 
their title bouts. The 
A.W.A. is now unleashing 
a full-scale invasion of the 
East Coast and hopes to 
be well-established as the 
fall progresses... . 


van Putski, Sgt. 
Slaughter, Johnny Rodz, 


Ox Baker, the Samoans, 
Bobby Duncum, Black- 
jack Mulligan, the Tonga 
Kid, Wendi Richter, Liz 
Chase, and Misty Blue are 
just a few of the outstand- 
ing stars that have been 
appearing on the Indepen- 
dent promotions through- 
out the East Coast. It 
seems that wrestling has 
really caught on, giving 
the smaller promotions 
plenty of business... . 


In closing, we would 
like to remind everyone in 
New York, New Jersey, 
and Connecticut totunein 
to Channel 68 (UHF, 
WWHT) every night from 
7:00 to 8:00 p.m. for the 
best in televised wrestling 
action. The line-up in- 
cludes N.W.A. action on 
Mondays, World Class on 
Tuesdays, California 
Championship Wrestling 
on Wednesdays, Best of 


World Class on Thurs- 
days, N.W.A. action on 
Fridays, and Universal 
Wrestling on Saturdays. 
No other TV station in the 
country can boast a 
wrestling review like that! 
That’s it from the hot- 
bed of wrestling action. 
Look for another Eastern 
Report in the February 
1987 issue of WRESTLING 
WORLD, at your news- 
stand November 25th. « 


Jimmy Hart congratulates his man Adorable Adrian Adonis after 
another victory. Adonis has also been host of an interview spot 
called “The Flower Shop” on Federation telecasts. 


Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat is ready to meet his arch-enemy Jake 
“The Snake” Roberts and ring announcer Howard Finkel gets out of the 
way before the fireworks start. 


at 
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GE HOTTEST 

tag-team com- 

bination in the 

Deep South 
these days is that of Barry 
Windham and Lex Luger. 
These are two of the most 
popular young men in pro 
wrestling, and their deci- 
sion to team up has pro- 
ven to be a real crowd- 
pleaser, as well as a ticket 
to much success in the 
ring. 

Luger is an incredibly 
powerful individual who 
has made great strides in 
his first year as a profes- 
sional wrestler. Lex has 
developed the coordina- 
tion and knowledge of 
holds needed to compete 
with the top-ranked 
heavyweights, and has 
made his mark as a 
leading challenger for Ric 
Flair’s N.W.A. World 
Heavyweight title. 

Windham has done 
much the same thing in- 
sofar as distinguishing 
himself as a contender is 
concerned. Barry is one 
more reason why Ric Flair 
dreads coming to Florida 
for title defenses... . 

Barry’s brother, Kendall 
Windham, has had a run- 
ning feud with Cowboy 
Ron Bass. The crux of the 
dispute has been the 
Florida Heavyweight 
championship, which 
Kendall has held for more 
than half of the past year. 
At this writing, Bass is 
claiming the title, however 
his claim is perhaps a bit 
tainted, owing to the con- 
troversial mannerin which 
the belt changed hands. 


The issue could have 
been settled easily 
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Lex Luger and Barry Windham have joined forces to form a most ferocious tag team. 
And on the singles scene both Barry and Lex have been giving Ric Flair fits. 


enough by reviewing a 
video tape of the incident, 
except for one minor prob- 
lem: The video tape came 
up missing. Did Bass 
make off with it, or did he 
hire someone else to do 
the dirty deed? Ron says 
that he’d never stoop so 
low, and that the tape was 
probably stolen by some- 
one in Windham’s corner 
so that the story about 
Bass having help winning 
the title couldn’t be 
refuted by hard evidence 
before the general public 
and Officials... . 


Speaking of controver- 
sies over belts, there 
seems to be quite some 
disagreement as to what 


color the Southeastern 
championship belt ought 
to be. Word reached us 
from the Mobile, Alabama, 
area that Wildcat Wendell 
Cooley painted the belt 
white—this was after he 
won it from the Exotic 
Adrian Street, who had 
painted it pink! 

“This is all wrong!” 
Adrian protests. “The belt 
is mine, mine, mine! And it 
is pink, pink, pink! Or at 
least it ought to be. Some- 
one who holds a cham- 
pionship belt should have 
enough respect for the 
belt and whatit represents 
not to cover it with a drab, 
listless coat of white 
paint!” 

Asked why in particular 


he thought pink was an ap- 
propriate color for acham- 
pionship belt, the Exotic 
One toldus, “Oh, brother! | 
don’t suppose pink would 
be appropriate for just any 
championship belt, but 
the Southeastern belt has 
the distinction of belong- 
ing to me! Pink, you must 
understand, is one of my 
favorite colors, so if the 
belt is mine, why should it 
be anything but pink? | 
simply cannot understand 
why some people have 
such atrocious taste!”’ 
Adrian has, understand- 
ably, vowed that he will get 
the Southeastern title 
back, whereupon the belt 
will once again be pink, 
pink, pink! Meanwhile, 


REI OR i By South Carolina Williams 


though, poor Adrian and 
the rest of the anxious 
sporting public will have 
to settle for Wildcat 


Wendell and a drab, 
unimaginatively white 
belt.... 

The Cuban Assassin is 
in Florida, and the further 
south he goes, the less 
they like him. Southern 
Florida is inhabited by a 
lot of Cubans who fled 
Castro’s revolution and 
subsequent persecution 
of anyone and everyone 
who disagrees with him. 
The Cubans living in 
Florida like Fidel Castro 
about as well as the 
owners of oceanfront pro- 
perty like the red tide. Peo- 
ple who sing the praises of 
the Cuban dictator don’t 
get over too well, and it 
happens that the Cuban 
Assassin is very much a 
Castro man. Rumor has it 
that he’s even on Fidel’s 
payroll, though he man- 
ages to make a very 
respectable living as a 
wrestler under what he 
refers to as our “...cor- 
rupt, capitalistic system.” 

Very few wrestlers, even 
the meanest ones in the 
trade, are anxious to 
associate with the Cuban 
Assassin, owing to the 


known as the ‘Fabulous 
Ones,” won the United 
States Tag Team cham- 
pionship earlier this year. 
This absolutely infuriated 
their arch-rival, Sir Oliver 
Humperdink, who wanted 
those belts for his own 
trophy case. 

“Let the fat man fuss all 
he wants to,” says Steve. 
“Maybe all that anxiety 


=a will cause him to shed 


The Fabulous Ones, Steve Keirn (left) and Stan Lane with the U.S. 
Tag Team belts. Sir Oliver Humperdink has his eyes set on the 

prestigious straps but the Fabs are nonplussed. “Let the fat man 
fuss all he wants,” says Steve. 


Ron’s.... 
Terry Allen, known in- 
ternationally as “Magnum 


Cuban’s casual use of ex- T.A.,’”’ continues to be one 


pressions such as 
“American pigs,” and his 
exhibition of the Cuban 
flag. Cowboy Ron Bass, 
however, apparently has 
no misgivings about team- 
ing up with someone who 
regularly insults a great 
nation which was built in 
some considerable mea- 
sure by Texans with an 
outlook quite unlike 


of the best-liked wrestlers 
in the area. Magnum will 
usually be found in the 
company of at least one 
and probably several 
gorgeous ladies. The 
plain-Janes just don’t 
stand a chance with 
Magnum T.A., although he 
does make an effort to be 
nice to all of his admiring 
fans.... 


Ron Fuller, also known 
as the ‘‘Tennessee Stud,” 
is doing very well with 
“Stud’s Stable,” a group of 
wrestlers whoremain both 
loyal and efficient. Among 
these are Ron’s younger 
brother, Robert, and Jim 
Golden. Family loyaltyisa 
big item in the Fuller clan, 
and Stud’s Stable is mak- 
ing a lot of headway in the 
Deep South.... 


teve Keirn and Stan 
Lane, internationally 


some of that flab, then he 
can quit wearing materni- 
ty clothes to ringside and 


idress like a civilized 


human being for a 
change.” 
“| understand,” Stan 


adds, “that Oliver has got- 


= ten himself together a 


pretty impressive team he 
calls the ‘Shock Troops.’ 
(See related article this 
issue.) Well, we’ve got the 
belts, fat man, so gather 
up the best you can find, 
and let’s see if that’s good 


» enough to win the title 
~ away from the Fabulous 


Ones!”... 

The last we heard, 
“Baby Doll” is still stick- 
ing by Dusty Rhodes. The 
buxom beauty was former- 
ly associated with Tully 

~ Blanchard who, according 
to Dusty, “...don’t know 
how to treat a woman 
right.” 


Blanchard didn’t come 
away from this situation 
altogether empty-handed. 
He acquired James Julius 
Caesar Dillon as his 
manager, and the last we 
heard, they were still 
together and enjoying 
rather a lot of success. 
Still, it must be sort of alet- 
down for Tully... . 

“Who is the Bullet?” 
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That’s the question 
Alabama fans are asking, 
and of course, we’d all like 
to know the answer. Wedo 
know that he is a masked 
wrestler whose speed in 
the ring makes the name 
seem appropriate. For 
generations, Superman 
has been described as be- 
ing “...faster than a 
speeding bullet.’’ Well, 
this fellow isn’t Super- 
man, but he’s mighty 
quick and he has winning 
ways. The question, of 
course, remains, ‘Who is 
he?” 

Ron Fuller says he 
knows. Ron claims it’s 
Bob Armstrong, but we'll 
have to dismiss that 
possibility due to the fact 
that Bob lost a match 
which carried the stipula- 
tion that he was to leave 
the area. We know that 
Bob Armstrong would 
never trifle with the terms 
of an agreement such as 
LSet 

Kendo Nagasaki lost a 
match which carried the 
stipulation that the loser 
had to stay out of Florida. 
Kendo, who turned out to 
be a wealthy and well- 
connected Japanese 
business tycoon, hired a 
few high-priced lawyers 
and as we go to press, it 
looks like he might get his 
enforced absence tossed 
out onatechnicality. Such 
a decision could have 
quite some impact on the 
familiar “loser leaves 
town” match... . 

Tyree Pride is still the 
Bahamas Heavyweight 
champion as of his last 
trip to Nassau, where he 
first won the title earlier 
this year. Tyree is small as 
heavyweights go, weigh- 
ing about 215, but he is 
agile and has a thorough 
knowledge of wrestling 
holds. He has proven on 
more than one occasion 
that he is able to mix it up 
with the biggest men in 
the game in the capacity 
of a defending champion. 
It's not easy for a man 
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Tyree’s size to mix it up 
with opponents in the 
250-300 pound range, but 
the Haitian Sensation can 
do it, and he’s a real 
crowd-pleaser in this 
capacity.... 

J.D. Costello’s M.O.D. 
Squad lost the Southern 
Tag Team championship 


to the team of Jerry Lawler 
and Uncle Elmer in a 
rather controversial 
match. The very next 
night, Costello and his 
charges, Basher and 
Spike, viciously attacked 
referee Thomas Marlin, 
who the M.O.D. Squad felt 
was responsible for the 


loss of the belts with his 
quick count-out the 
previous night. Seven 
wrestlers had to race to 
the ring in Louisville, Ken- 
tucky to break up the 
melee. 


The M.O.D. Squad also 
took its revenge on Lawler 


The Cuban Assassin proudly displays the colors of his country while J.D. Costello 
and the M.O.D. Squad (bottom) prepare to meet the Nightmares. That’s Basher on 
the left, Spike on the right, and J.D. in the middle. 


Magnum T.A. (top) continues to be a fan favorite down in Dixie. 


and Elmer. While the 
champs were defending 
their titles against the 
Nightmares in Memphis’ 
Mid South Coliseum, 
Basher and Spike 
watched the match with 
manager Costello. When 
all four were battling in the 
ring, J.D. knew the time 
was right to attack and the 


Tyree Pride (middle), the Haitian Sensation, is still Bahamas 


champ. And Ron Bass challenges anyone to a Texas bullrope 


match. 


M.O.D. Squad stormed the 
ring. They pushed the 
Nightmares out of the way 
and beat up on Lawler and 
Elmer until the Night- 
mares recovered and 
chased them out of the 
ring. Needless to say, the 
Nightmares feel the 
M.O.D. Squad prevented 
them from getting the 
Southern Tag belts and 
have been feuding with 
Costello and his boys ever 
since.... 


oy Lee Welch and Tim 

Horner have been 
feuding over who has pro- 
perclaimto the U.S. Junior 
Heavyweight title. Both 
men claim to be cham- 
pion, and the last we 
heard, the belt had disap- 
peared. Officials are in- 
vestigating, and this could 


») be bad news for whoever 


“misplaced” the acknowl- 
edged symbol of this all- 


important championship.... 


A likely prospect for 


_ Rookie of the Year would 


seem to be Sean Royal of 
Tampa, Fla. Sean is a pro- 
tege of Hiro Matsuda, the 
veteran Japanese grap- 
pler who trained Lex Luger 
for the mat sport. At 230, 
Royal is 45 pounds lighter 


COLOR 
PHOTOS 


and more! Noted pro pho- 
tographer Don Freedman 
liquidating entire inven- 
tory: thousands must 

go. Flair, Steamboat, 
Piper, Bruno, oldies, etc. 
Also many magazines, 
1960-Present. 


All photos and magazines 
original. Send $20 for large, 
$30 for double size ship- 
ment (48 hr. turnaround). 
Specify preferences. Satis- 
faction guaranteed. 


FREEDMAN PHOTOS 
113 Linbrook Dr. 
Winston-Salem, NC 27106 


Chromed 
STEEL 


Quick 


than the powerful Luger, sae ar DURABLE! 

but he knows his wrestling RELIABLE! 
science and he has a 

degree of tenacity in his Complete with 

' makeup which points to 2 keys 
" bigger and better things 

| ahead for this popular For 45 

youngster... . only 

That’s a few of the high 


spots from around the 
sunny Southland. En- 
thusiasm among sports 
fans in this areais running 
higher than the mid- 
summer temperatures 
were just a couple of 
months back, and there’s 
no sign of things cooling |, 
off with the autumn |}, 
weather. : 
We'll be talking with |: 
you again next issue, at |! 
r 

{ 


Quick action. 
Single-locking. Easy 
to use. Secure. 
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Fast delivery, Order 
yours today. 
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your newsstand on Nov- 
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MIDLANDS 


Crafty Nick Bockwinkel is back on top of the A.W.A. with a vengeance. “I'll defend LEASE DO NOT 
the title just the way | did before, with the last ounce of breath in my body,” the blame Nick Bock- 


champ declares. = : winkel. Does a 


od yy ee . 
F Men y baseball player 
iF refuse a one-million dollar 


4 contract? Does a lottery 
winner say give the money 
to the poor? 

Then, why should Nick 
Bockwinkel refuse to ac- 
cept the American Wres- 
tling Association Heavy- 
weight crown when that 
prize was stripped from 
Stan Hansen? 

After all, it is not as 
though Bockwinkel is 
some nobody from the 
boondocks. The crafty 
Bockwinkel has creden- 
tials piled upon creden- 
tials. He is, in fact, a 
former owner of the 
A.W.A. laurels. This reign, 
however, is tinged in con- 
troversy due to its birth. 

Bockwinkel and Han- 
sen apparently had a list 
of grievances with the 
A.W.A., while that body 
was unhappy about some 
of Hansen’s wild out- 
bursts. One thing led to 
another and Hansen blew 
up. He packed his bag, 
told certain A.W.A. bosses 
what they could do, and 
stalked out of the building. 

When Hansen did not 
come to the ring to face 
Bockwinkel, the A.W.A. 
announced that Hansen 
was stripped of the crown 
and Bockwinkel was the 
new champion. Unfor- 
tunately, the A.W.A. 
cheapened an already bad 
situation by intimating 
that Hansen was afraid to 
take on Bockwinkel. 

Pure poppycock! And 
only the most gullible 
observer would believe 


" ‘ 
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REI OR By Len Matthews 


that as vicious and ac- 
complished a matman as 
Stan Hansen would fear 
any opponent. Right or 
wrong, Hansen made his 
stand and can walk tall for 
being aman. Sadly, speak- 
ing up for himself cost him 
a most valuable piece of 
merchandise. 

Hansen still has Japan 
as a lucrative market, 
where he is deeply 
respected. Those organ- 
izations based in the 
United States will prob- 
ably be leery of dealing 
with someone who speaks 
his mind so strongly. Bad 
enough they have to deal 
with the likes of “King 
Kong” Brody, much less 
Hansen! 

Bockwinkel shrugged 
off the circumstances of 
his tainted triumph. He too 
realizes Hansen is afraid 
of nobody. Hansen had 
even scored a couple of 
pinfall victories over 
Bockwinkel in the weeks 
before the wild Denver 
scene. 

“V'll defend the title just 


the way | did before, with ” 


the last ounce of breath in 
my body,’ announced 
Bockwinkel. ‘‘There is 
pride in the A.W.A. and | 
have pride in my talents. 
Anybody who wants to 
face me—and that in- 
cludes Ric Flair, ‘Hulk’ 
Hogan, or any other 
claimant—is more than 
welcome.”... 


peaking of Hansen and 
Japan, one “giant” 
piece of news from the 
Orient is that Antonio 
Inoki scored a victory over 
Andre the Giant. Not only 


Stan Hansen, tho 


ugh ousted from the throne, is still a threat whenever he steps into 


the ring. Ever popular in Japan, the big cowboy can find plenty of work there while 
things cool down for him in the Midlands. 


did Inoki have his hand 
raised in token of victory, 
but the win came by virtue 
of Andre submitting to a 
short arm scissors. 

Reportedly, the Jap- 
anese are starting tocome 
full circle. Having been 
deluged with gimmicks 
and hype, many Japanese 
matches are now in hard 
but fast style which was 
long popular in the 
Midlands. 


Andre, of course, is 
back in the mainland and 
using a mask as the 
“Giant Machine.” His part- 
ner, “Super Machine,” is 
no stranger to the hood as 
he was long known in the 
U.S.A. as the Masked 
Superstar. Andre and 
Superstar formed a tight 
friendship during recent 
tours to Japan. 

Just as the strange cir- 
cumstances of Bock- 


winkel ascending to the 
A.W.A. throne should not 
blemish Nick, neither 
should the loss to Inoki 
mar the reputation of An- 
dre. Everybody is human. 
Everybody can be beat— 
even Andre!... 

While the A.W.A. is 
blushing about the 
Hansen explosion, it can 
beam about a pair of 
young tag teams quickly 
making a mark, The most 
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prominent is Marty 
Jeanetty and Shawn 
Michaels, dubbed the 
“Midnight Rockers.” 

Jeanetty was trained by 
slick Jerry “The Georgia 
Greyhound” Oates and is 
a real hustler inside the 
squared circle. Speed is 
the key for everything 
Jeanetty and Michaels do. 
Most tab this duo as most 
likely to be the next A.W.A. 
Tag Team rulers, which 
puts titleholders Buddy 
Rose and Doug Sommers 
in jeopardy. 

Also coming up quickly 


isanunusualcombination 7 


titled the ‘Max Brothers,” 
Mad Max and Super Max. 
Some call this muscular 
pair clones of the Road 
Warriors, but the Max 
Brothers deny this. 


“We are individuals, | 


ready and able to take our 
own path to the top,” pro- 
claimed Mad Max. “Just 
as the ‘Midnight Rockers’ 
have their own methods, 
so do we. The Road War- 
riors are lucky to be like us, 
because nothing is going 
to get in our way.”... 


The Barbarian, better 
known as Nord so as not 
to be confused with 
Konga the Barbarian from 
the National Wrestling 
Alliance, has something in 
his way in the person of 
Bockwinkel. Nord is shak- 
ing his head, having pin- 
ned Bockwinkel in Oak- 
land the very night before 
Bockwinkel became the 
A.W.A. king. 

lf Nord the Barbarian 
can repeat that feat in his 
next duel with Bock- 
winkel, this towering 
mass of muscle will be the 
next A.W.A. champion. “It 
will happen!”’ growled 
Nord.... 


omething else sure to 

happen is a host of 
wild and woolly battles in 
the Universal Wrestling 
Federation involving the 
Fabulous Freebirds. Of 
course, Terry Gordy is the 
U.W.F. champion and has 
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The Max Brothers, who some believe are just Road Warrior 
(above) clones, say, “The Road Warriors are lucky to be like us!” 
Below, Terry Gordy, the U.W.F. champ, has had his hands full 
with the likes of Steve Williams, Terry Taylor, and “Hacksaw” 
Jim Duggan. 


already been pushed to 
the hilt to hold off 
challenges by Terry 


S@ Taylor, “Hacksaw” Jim 


Duggan, and Steve “Dr. 
Death” Williams. 

The Freebirds really 
blew off the lid, though, 
when they became in- 


@ volved in a feud with 


“Cowboy” Bill Watts. 
Now Watts is indeed the 
power behind the scenes 
in the U.W.F. But he was 
lured out of wrestling 


e retirement thanks to an at- 
3 tack by Eddie Gilbert, Kor- 


cita Korchenko, and Nikita 
and Ivan Koloff. 

Watts’ plan was to get 
revenge on the Russians 
and, in particular, Gilbert. 
He got his chance against 
Gilbert, was pounding Ed- 
die from pillar to post and 
then was gang-attacked 
by all three of the 
Freebirds. Thanks to the 
Oriental spike of Gordy, 
Watts was left bleeding 
and stunned in the center 
of the ring. 


While Watts does not 
want to actively wrestle 
much anymore, he does 
want revenge on the 
Freebirds. And Watts is 
finding plenty of people 
anxious to help him, in- 
cluding Ted DiBiase. 
There is no love lost be- 
tween DiBiase and 
Michael Hayes of the 
Freebirds, so this vendet- 
ta is filled with cross- 
currents and plenty of 
anger.... 

The anger of Chris 
Adams certainly paid off 
big for the classy 
Englishman, as Adams 
controlled his fury and 
upset Rick Rude to become 
the new World Class 
Wrestling Heavyweight 
champion. Adams, on 
pure skill always one of 
the very finest, was 
becoming frustrated deal- 
ing with Rude’s total 
disregard for the rules and 
the devious interference 
of manager Percy Pringle. 


| But finally Adams put it all 


together in Dallas’ Re- 


union Arena and blasted 
Rude off the throne. 

Adams could prove very 
tough to dethrone himself. 
Remember all of the tur- 
moil he has passed 
through with the Von 
Erichs and the late Gino 
Hernandez. He has booed 
and cheered, has pounded 
others and been thrashed 
himself. That makes for a 
tough cookie, which 
Adams proved conclusive- 
ly by winning the World 
Class title.... 

One of the most brutal 
feuds in wrestling today 
rages in the World-Class 
rings as “King Kong” 
Brody, or “Bruiser” to 
some, rips up rings and 
arenas with Abdullah the 
Butcher. Brody ran off 
“Blackjack” Mulligan and 
then found himself con- 
fronted with none other 
than the savage Abdullah. 


Since Brody never, ever 
ducks achallenge, the col- 
lisions between Brody and 
the wildman from the 
Sudan have been nothing 
short of blood baths. 

Since Brody has fab- 
ulous stamina, Abdullah 
must attempt to flatten 
him quickly. So far, the 
Butcher has had no luck 
doing that and the don- 
nybrooks have been 
violent at the very least... . 


he mystery man in the 
Midlands has been 
“Hacksaw” Butch Reed. 


He has been on several 
small N.W.A. bills and also 
made a trip into World- 
Class territory. Nobody 
has better natural talent 
than Reed, yet things just 
are not clicking for Butch. 
He even got into a battle 
with his former tag team 


Ric Flair (top) was toppled off the N.W.A. throne this summer 


partner Rufus R. Jones 
and gave Jones a thrash- 
ing that left some fans 
most unhappy with Reed. 

lf Reed gets into the 
right position with the cor- 
rect organization, he can 
again become a major 
force in pro wrestling over- 


night. His past record and 
pure skills alone make him 
a top contender for all 
titles... 

Somebody who desper- 
ately wants to regain con- 
tending status is 
440-pound ‘‘Crusher’’ 
Blackwell. A serious ill- 


ness sidelined Blackwell 


while Playboy Buddy Rose (middle) gloated in his role as A.W.A. ost of the winter and 


co-tag team champ. Michael Hayes (bottom) has been feuding 


spring. Many thought the 


with Ted DiBiase in the U.W.F. and the bad blood grows badder big man would never 
every day. 


return to wrestling. 

Pure determination and 
hard work, however, have 
brought Blackwell back to 
the ring. So far, Blackwell 
has been struggling a bit 
to regain long-term 
energy. But he is still 
smart enough to know 
how to use his bulk and 
has recorded many vic- 
tories. If his conditioning 
continues to improve, 
Blackwell could shortly be 
back in the Top 50 ratings 
of WRESTLING WORLD.... 

Both the N.W.A. and the 
World Wrestling Federa- 
tion have cut back the 
number of cards in the 
Midlands as an answer to 
the overexposure of wres- 
tling, one of several 
reasons business here 
and elsewhere has 
tumbled. 

Still, this has opened up 
many towns to the expan- 
ding hopes of World Class 
and the U.W.F. For variety 
of action, the Midlands 
has never seen more than 
itis today. x 


RETAIL DISPLAY PLAN 


Sterling's Magazines, Inc. is pleased to 
announce a Retail Display Plan available to all 
retailers interested in earning a display 
allowance on WRESTLING WORLD and who 
purchase the magazines from suppliers other 
than Warner Publisher Services or the 
publisher. To obtain details and a copy of the for- 
mal contract, please write to Director, Retail 
Sales Division, Sterling's Magazines, Inc., 355 
Lexington Avenue, New York, New York 10017. 
Under the display plan, in consideration of your 
acceptance and fulfillment of the terms of the 
formal contract to be sent to you upon your re- 
quest, you will receive a display allowance of ten 
percent of the cover price per copy sold by you. 
This plan will become effective with all issues of 
WRESTLING WORLD delivered to you subse- 
quent to the date your written acceptance of the 
formal Sterling's Magazines, Inc., Retail Agree- 
ment is received and accepted by our company. 
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HE W.W.F. Tag 

Team belts, cur- 

rently around the 

waists of two 
young, powerful athletes 
known as the British 
Bulldogs, are apparently 
being coveted by some 
rugged, successful tag 
teams throughout the 
Federation. 

Although the Bulldogs 
have held onto the honor 
with much success, it 
seems that more and more 
qualified teams are pop- 
ping onto the scene, creat- 
ing quite a threat for the 
Bulldogs. 

During a recent inter- 
view, the Bulldogs and 
their manager had quite a 
few comments in re- 
sponse to just how long 
they'll be able to defend 
the crowns. 

“We are in better shape 
than ever, we feel great, 
the fans are behind us all 
the way, and we’re ready, 
willing and able to take on 
any and all challengers,” 
Davey Boy Smith said. 
“We're not afraid of any- 
one, and we have never 
refused a challenge. 
Rumors have been spread 
by Bobby Heenan, Johnny 
Valiant, and John Studd 
that we are avoiding most 
of the competition. That’s 
a lie,” the Dynamite Kid 
continued. 

Captain Lou Albano, 
the man who coached and 
encouraged the Bulldogs 
to join forces and win the 
crowns, was insulted 
when he was asked the 
same question by Ador- 
able Adrian Adonis during 
his “Flower Shop” spot on 
television. 
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Harley Race has leaped into the action in the W.W.F. “I've been a professional 


wrestler for 20 years and I’m in the best shape of my life,” says Handsome Harley. 
“Hulk Hogan look out!” 


“This goes for you, any 
team you represent, and 
all challengers, Adonis,” 
Albano said. “We have 
never refused a challenge 
and we never will. The 
Bulldogs won the titles 
fair and square and their 
every intention is to keep 
the crowns. We worked 
hard for this and we’re not 
about to let it go. 

“They're not the first 
team that I’ve coached 
and managed into becom- 
ing champions and I’m 
proud of that fact. | work 
closely with the Bulldogs 
and they’re the greatest 
team that I’ve ever dis- 
covered. They have every- 
thing going for them— 
youth, looks, strength, 
ability, determination, you 


name it. They now know 
the feeling of being cham- 
pions and once you’ve liv- 
ed that kind of success, 
you don’t easily give it up. 
When the promoters put 
the contract in front of us, 
we'll sign it. 

“In the meantime, we’re 
still winning all of our mat- 
ches and remaining un- 
defeated. Believe me, 
we’re ready.”... 

The top teams waiting 
in line for a crack at the 
belts include The Hart 
Foundation of Brett Hart 
and Jim ‘The Anvil” 
Neidhart, who are manag- 
ed by Jimmy “The Mouth 
of the South” Hart. These 
two vicious roughnecks 
insist that the Bulldogs 
are avoiding them. 


The fact is, the Hart 
Foundation knows every 
dirty, illegal trick in the 
book and went to win 
regardless of how the job 
is done. 

If it means breaking an 
arm or a leg, no 
problem.... 


Annes team in line for 
a shot at the belts is 
the huge twosome of King 
Kong Bundy and Big John 
Studd, two of the biggest 
men in pro wrestling. 

It has been said that 
these two, with their size 
alone, could defeat the 
Bulldogs in just a few 
short minutes. Bundy was 
recently asked this ques- 
tion when he was in 
Fresno, Calif. for a match. 


REPORT 


“Listen, use your head,” 
he told WRESTLING 
WORLD. “I’m one of the 
biggest men in wrestling. 
Studd stands 6-8. With our 
size alone we could hurt 
these two badly. And 
that’s what we plan on do- 
ing. 

“| admit that the 
Bulldogs are fast but 
that’s all they have going 
for them. They’re just a 
couple of kids. And when 
we get them in the ring, 
we’re going to hurt them. 
I'll jump on them three or 
four times. I'll break their 
ribs. They’ll not only lose 
the crowns but they'll lose 
their careers. They'll 
spend six months in the 
hospital.”... 

Another team waiting 
foracrack at the tag titleis 
the Dream Team of Brutus 
Beefcake and Greg ‘‘The 
Hammer’’ Valentine, 
managed by “Luscious” 
Johnny Valiant. 

Beefcake and Valentine 
work well together— 
they’re fast, rough, and 
unpredictable. Both are 
powerful wrestlers and 
each has mastered some 
devastating finishing 
holds. For example, the 
two recently destroyed 
Ricky Hunter and Serge 
Jordin in a tag bout. 

After six minutes of ac- 
tion, Beefcake grabbed 
Jordin and gave him his 
deadly suplex. And, as if 
that wasn’t enough, he 
tagged Valentine, who 
used his famous elbow 
drop, then applied a 
figure-four leglock. It 
wasn’t long before Beef- 
cake’s and Valentine’s 
hands were raised in vic- 


tory. And naturally, to add 
injury to insult, Valiant 
kicked Jordin in the head 
after the bout was Official- 
ly over... . 

Pedro Morales and Tito 
Santana are another top 
team and by far are rated 
with the Bulldogs as the 
most popular. Who knows, 
Morales and Santana may 
find themselves battling 
the Bulldogs in the near 
future... . 

Other exciting news in 
the W.W.F. features the 
return of a former World 
Heavyweight champion, 
Handsome Harley Race. 
He recently had a bout in 
Northern California 
against a newcomer to 
wrestling, Steve Johnson. 

Johnson obviously will 
be going places. He 
weighs 285 solid pounds 
and has been trained by 
some of the best in the 
business. Johnson, 25, isa 
big, powerful wrestler but 
he couldn’t hold his own 
against Race, who de- 
feated him in less than 
four minutes. Race was 
champion of the world 
under the auspices of the 
National Wrestling 
Alliance a record seven 
times. He claims that he 
has the experience and 
ability to beat Hulk Hogan 
and win the W.W.F. ver- 
sion of the world cham- 
pionship. Time will tell. 

“lve been a profes- 
sional wrestler for 20 years 
and |’m in the best shape 
of my life,” Race said. “I’ve 
always been successful at 
single matches and 
much prefer them to tag 
bouts because | enjoy one- 
on-one competition more. 


By Allan Bolte 


Tito Santana seems to be pulling himseif out of slump and has 


met with success in tag team outings with Pedro Morales. The 
former Inter-Continental champ, Santana would like nothing 
better than to emerge on top of the tag team scene. 


’ve always believed it’s 
one man against one man 
and may the best man win. 
And I’ve always been that 
best man. In tag matches 
you have a partner to 
share a win with, or on the 
other hand, to blame a 
loss on. I’m able to take 
care of myself, so | like go- 
ing in the ring alone. | 
guess you could sort of 
say that I’m somewhat ofa 
loner.”... 


Tpercush efforts of Tony 
Marino’s wrestling 
school in Tampa, Ariz- 
ona’s Marcial Bovee may 
be headed for Florida fora 
brief series of bookings, 
either on his own, wres- 
tling, or with others from 


Arizona aS a manager, 
sometime during the 
winter. Bovee has 
reportedly grown dis- 
gruntled’with the existing 
independent office. 
Whether valet Karra Boge- 
dain will accompany him 
or not is unknown.... 


Former independant 
promoter Barry Bernsten, 
who closed down in 1984 
in order to form The House 
of Karate, may be up to 
promoting again at a 
nightclub called The 
Metro, if things go well. 
Bernsten once had a good 
crew, including Rick 
Davidson, The Monster, 
Bovee, Tom Ramirez, The 
Spoiler, Billy Anderson, 
Great Goliath, John 
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Ringer, and even Super- 
star Billy Graham for a few 
performances.... 

Reggie Parks, the 
veteran N.W.A. star, was 
hired back to wrestle in 
Phoenix and _ other 
western cities, on a 
limited basis, by the 
W.W.F., possibly in an at- 
tempt to keep him off in- 
dependent cards. Parks 
had been appearing on 
W.W.F. cards as a referee 
only. Since appearing in 
Phoenix for the W.W.F., 
Parks has one win over 
Billy Anderson and is set 
to next face Lanny Poffo. 
Since the Saturday Night 
Main Event show, atten- 
dance has tapered off... . 

Rumors that former 
N.W.A. wrestler Tito 
Montez had died proved to 
be completely false. 
Montez is alive and living 
in Washington. From the 
1960s to 1980s, Montez 
beat the likes of Kurt Von 
Steiger, Bobby Jaggers, 
Duke Keomuka, Woody 
Farmer, The Spoiler, Dan- 
ny McShane, Chris Colt, 
Ron Dupree, Don & Jody 
Arnold, Jimmy & Don 
Kent, Dr. Death, and many 
more. He was billed as 
Cage Bout champ, having 
only lost one of some 100 
cage bouts, plus was 
former N.W.A. Arizona 
State champ, plus in- 
dependent U.S. and 
Western States Tag Team 
champ, during his 
career.... 

Action is still fast and 
furious in the American 
Wrestling Association 


and has been featured in- 


the Oakland Convention 
Center. Recently big Scott 
Hall squared off against 
Colonel DeBeers in what 
was billed as a “grudge 
match” ... and that was 
putting it mildly! 

Fans should remember 
the incident where 
Playboy Buddy Rose and 
Doug Sommers won the 
tag championship from 
Hall and partner Curt Hen- 
nig. During this bout, 
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DeBeers appeared at 
ringside and attracted 
Hall’s attention. Rose at- 
tacked Hall from behind 
and knocked him out of 
the ring, where DeBeers 
appeared and picked up 
Hall and dropped him face 
first against the concrete 
floor, splitting his 
forehead. 

Hall was counted out of 
the ring so the bout and 
the crowns went to the two 
vicious blonds. Needless 
to say, Hall vowed that he 
would get even with 
DeBeers. 

When the two met in 
Oakland, it was scheduled 
as a one-fall event with a 
one-hour time limt. Fans 
were on the edges of their 
seats, waiting for the ac- 
tion to begin. 

“Hall’s gonna get even, 
he’ll make a bloody mess 
out of DeBeers,”’ 
ringsiders were yelling. 
“Hall has counted the 
days till this match. It’s 
gonna be great!” 

As was expected, Hall 
was first to enter the ring 
and he seemed mentally 


and physically prepared. 


for the bout. When 
DeBeers entered the ring, 
fans booed and jeered. 
Before the announcer 
could complete the in- 
troductions, Hall jumped 
DeBeers, then dropkicked 
him out of the ring and 
slammed his head against 
the press table. 

The fans went wild as 
Hall worked over his 
tormenter, knocking his 
head against the table 
twice, then repeatedly 
kicking him in the midsec- 
tion. Memories of what 
was done to him a few 
months earlier must have 
flashed back as Hall was 
frenzied. 

But then DeBeers grab- 
bed a ringside chair and 
jammed it into Hall’s 
midsection, bringing him 
to his knees. The referee 
warned both combatants 
that each would be dis- 
qualified if the rules 
weren’t followed. They 
both had to return to the 
ring or be counted out. 

Action continued and 
when it appeared that Hall 
was getting the best of his 
foe, Playboy Buddy Rose 


Big John Studd stuns Hulk Hogan, Studd claims to be the true 
giant of wrestling but Hogan has been able to hang onto his 
coveted belt. 


» Shade, 


suddenly appeared at 
ringside and attempted to 
attract Hall’s attention. 

“I’m not falling for that 
trick again,” Hall shouted 
at Rose. “Get the hell out 
of here. Referee, get him 
out.” Hall then reached 
through the ropes and 
kicked Rose in the chest, 
knocking him into the 
seats. When DeBeers 
crept up behind Hall, Hall 
was ready for him. He kick- 
ed the colonel in the 
midsection, then picked 
the big man up and body- 
slammed him.: 

Suddenly Curt Hennig 
appeared at ringside to 
keep an eye on Rose. As 
Hennig and Rose began 
fighting outside of the 
ring, DeBeers pulled out 
from his tights what ap- 
peared to be a pair of solid 
brass knuckles. He tried 
hitting Hall with them, but 
Hall deflected his blow 
and managed to wrestle 
the knuckles from him. 

He reached back and 
clobbered DeBeers with 
the brass knuckles, open- 
ing adeep cut on his head. 
But the referee was quick 
to discover Hall with the 
knuckles, which brought 
about an immediate dis- 
qualification. The referee 
then raised the bleeding 
DeBeers’ hand in victory. . . 


An exciting all women 
professional wrestling 
show was held at Bally’s 
Reno in Reno, Nev. 
Featured were some of the 
top women wrestlers in 
the world. Included on this 
all-star card were Debbie 
Combs, Candi Divine, 
Peggy Patterson, Luna 
and Lock “The Daughters 
of Darkness,” Beverly 
Robin Lane, 
Despina Mantagas, Charli 
Haynes, Princess Jas- 
mine, Donna Day, and 
Lady Satan. The featured 
matches were a 12-woman 
Battle Royal, Debbie 
Combs’ defense of her 
W.C.W. title against 
Donna Day, the wild 
Daughters of Darkness 


against Princess Jasmine * 


and Candi Divine, and a 
managers grudge match 
with Boogaloo Brown and 
Despina Mantagas against 
Prince and Charli Haynes 
which led to the Prince’s 
suspension and a fine 
from the Nevada Athletic 
Commission. These mat- 
ches will be included in a} 


monthly series of Home ti 


Video releases from Video 
Gems of Hollywood, Calif. 
More info: Tor Berg, 731 N. 
LaBrea Ave., Los Angeles, 
CA 90038... . 


Aes card took place 
in Stockton, Calif. 
where top wrestlers from 
the W.W.F. appeared, 
along with some local 
talent. Stockton, located 
about 80 miles from San 
Francisco, was the scene 
of many nights of wild ac- 
tion from 1965 to 1980. 

A packed = arena 
welcomed the return of 
pro wrestling to its town. 
Among the grapplers were 
Alexis Smirnoff, “The Mad 
Russian”; capable Jerry 
Monti; the masked Dr. 
Blood; Big John Studd; 
Leaping Lanny Poffo; Tito 
Santana, and Paul DeMar- 
co, a former champion. 

In one of the main 
events, Santana collided 
with Studd in what turned 
out to be a highly exciting 
match. Studd was the win- 
ner after 14 minutes of ex- 
citing action when San- 
tana missed a dropkick 
and landed on his neck, 
setting him up as easy 
prey for a body press. 

Within the next few 
months, the W.W.F. will be 
presenting a “most un- 
popular manager’ poll. 
Among the contestants 
will be Jimmy Hart; 
Johnny Valiant; Bobby 
“The Brain’’ Heenan; 
Capt. Lou Albano; and 
Classy Freddie Blassie. 

Who do you think is the 
most unpopular manager? 

We'll see you in the next 
big issue of WRESTLING 
WORLD, at your news- 
stand on November 25th. x 


(below) and Leaping Lanny Poffo (bottom) are 


others that keep the West Coast wrestling scene 


hopping, 


cx. 5 


Peggy Patterson, Luna, Beverly Shade, and the Lock 
(above) in a ladies’ free-for-all. Flying Billy Anderson 
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Give to the 
college of 
your choice. 
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CARIBBEAN 


The Invaders add 
pizzazz to the tag 


team scene. 


ELCOME TO 
another Car- 
ibbean up- 
date. The 
sunny Caribbean con- 
tinues to be the scene of 
many exciting battles in- 
volving the biggest names 
in the business. Most of 
the attention these daysis 
centering around Carlos 
Colon and the Universal 
title. The rugged Puerto 
Rican had to forfeit the ti- 
tle after his near-blinding 


at the hands of Abdullah 
the Butcher but Colon has 
battled back and resumed 
wrestling. 

After a four-month 
layoff, Colon returned to 
action on June 14th anda 
turnaway crowd of 26,000 
(including 4,000 avid fans 
who watched the matches 
on closed circuit TV at the 
Roberto Clemente Col- 
iseum) showed up to 
watch the proud Puerto 
Rican get revenge on Ab- 


Big Bruiser Brody bounces an unfortunate foe. 
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Hugo Savinovitch takes out his frustrations on Eric Embry. 


dullah, his long-time rival. 
you can be sure, however, 
that Colon is still not 
finished with the wild man 
from the Sudan.... 

A tournament for the va- 
cant Universal title is 
underway, and features 
the likes of Bruiser Brody, 
Stan Hansen, Rick Martel, 
Magnum T.A., Ron Starr, 
Abdullah the Butcher, 
Kareem Muhammed, the 
Invaders, the Super Medic, 
and even Baba the Giant. 
Ex-N.W.A. World champ 
Ric Flair will also wrestle 
on this card against 
Miquel Perez, Jr. Perez 
earned the right to square 
off against Flair when he 
forced the final pinfall on 
Ron Starr during an elimi- 
nation tag team match. 
Although Perez has only 
been wrestling profes- 
sionally for about a year, 
he’s been around the sport 
his entire life. His father, 
Miquel Perez, Sr. was one 
of the biggest stars on the 
East Coast at one time. 


Older followers of the 
sport may recall that 
Perez, Sr. was the favorite 
partner of the late, great 
Antonino Rocca. Now his 
son is following in his 
footsteps.... 


Invader II] could be the 
best junior heavyweight in 
the entire sport. The 
W.W.C. titleholder has 
very few peers of his 
caliber in junior 
heavyweight division... 

Keep your eyes on the 
New Zealand Crusher. He 
could be a great one 
someday. Before coming 
to the Caribbean, the 
Crusher teamed with 
Jonathan Boyd in the Mid- 
Southern area but since 
he’s been on his own he’s 
really put it together.... 


fter a year’s absence 
the Wild Sheep- 
herders have returned to 
the West Indies and they 


Chickie Starr is ranked 
seventh in the W.W.C. 


“ep OR : By George Napolitano 
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The Rock & Roll RPMs keep the 
Caribbean scene rocking! 


have picked up right 
where they left off. On 
their return to the Islands 
the Sheepherders de- 
feated the RPMs for the 
W.W.C. World Tag Team 
title and also injured the 
Invader. Last year the 
Sheepherders broke the 
Invader’s hand with their 
trusty New Zealand flag- 
pole and now they’ve done 
it again! These New 
Zealanders are by far the 
wildest tag team combina- 
tion in the sport today... . 

After wrestling through- 
out Canada for the past 
several years, Ron Starr 
seems to have found a 
home in Puerto Rico. 
Starr, in fact, has been 
teaming with his long-lost 
“cousin” Chickie Starr 
and together the two 
Starrs are practically 
unbeatable... . 

Another second-gener- 
ation wrestler who has 


been making it big in Puer- 


to Rico is Hurricane 


Ron Starr is teaming 
with long-lost cousin 


‘ Chickie in tag 
Oa matches. 


Castillo, Jr. Castillo is just 
21 years old and has been 
wrestling professionally 
for two years. In the last 
several months Castillo 
has displayed flashes of 
brilliance and once he 
learns to put it all together 
he’ll be unbeatable... . 

Big Bruiser Brody is a 
regular on the Caribbean 
scene. He has had some 
real donnybrooks with the 
Invader and Carlos Colon, 
among others... . 

Here are the official 
rankings as issued by the 
W.W.C.: 


Universal champion- 
vacant 
1. Bruiser Brody 
2. Carlos Colon 
3. Abdullah the Butcher 
4. The Invader 
5. Kareem Muhammed 
6. Ron Starr 
7. Chickie Starr 
8. Super Medic 
9. Stan Hansen 
10. The Crusher * 
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THE TIME HAS COME TO 


DEFEND YOURSELF! 


No federal 
license 

or gun 
permits 
needed! 


Feel 
completely safe! 
NOW you no longer need to live 

in fear of muggers, rapists, burglars! 
That's right! Feel completely safe and secure wherever you go. 
Yes! In just seconds you can immediately disable any attackers — 
leaving them rolling on the floor in pain for about 30 minutes. 
Because now you are armed with the most effective .22 calibre 
non-lethal tear-gas handguns ever devised. Yet you can buy our 
guns legally. So why not use it to defend yourself against robbers, 
muggers and rapists. Imagine what this could mean to you and 
your loved ones, 

Each weapon has a range of 15 to 20 feet. Both guns will fire a 
sudden burst that will instantly disable any attacker. Each shot 
sounds so real that the intruder will be easily scared away — and 
well he should be! But the best part is that you do not need a 
firearms license to own or carry these personal protective weapons. 
So now you can walk without fear. 

All solid metal! Dependable products 

of master international gunsmiths. 

These chrome finish, high quality guns are beautifully balanced. 
Our revolver is the famous Vanguard model 8-shot side loading 
cylinder. Our 7-shot heavy duty frame automatic is clip fed and has 
a safety lever. The window inside the frame actually counts the 
shots fired. Both guns respond perfectly to your every movement 
and are extremely easy to handle. So don't take crime lying down. 
Fight Back and Win! = 
Order now! 

Both the automatic and revolver can be 

loaded with either tear-gas cartridges or - ’ 
blanks. As you can see, these handsome a a 

guns will easily fitinto a pocket, purse or in i a | | | | } 


our own specially designed gun holster. 
eel \\ iil ll | Hil “_ 


8-shot 
Vanguard 
revolver 


7-shot 
automatic 


These precision made guns are extremely 
sturdy yet lightweight. They can literally 
save your life in time of need. SoAct Today! 


| Deer Creek Products, Inc. Dept. M397 

| P.O. Box 754 Pompano Beach, FL 33061 

| Yes! | want instant protection. | am 18 years of age or over. 
Please rush me my handgun. | have enclosed my check, cash 
or money order. | understand that these guns should not be 

| used to commit crime or inflict pain upon innocent people. 


My card number 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 


ak a et ia A 


Mastercard Holders, enter.4 digits below account no [ | | | | 
Expiration date Year (T] Month] | |} 


SATISFACTION 


(all credit card orders must be signed)! Signature 


8-shot Vanguard revolver only $29.95 $ — hated tl tad 
7-shot automatic OMY; 929 95 i Gg 
REFUND 
YOUR MONEY 
22 cal. blanks (100 in box) only$10.95 $_ = Just return your gun. No 4 


fund every cent you have 


| enclose $2.95 for shipping & handling. TotalOrder § paid in. Both guns are un- 


Sorry,noC.0.D. | conditionally guaranteed for - 
vane ao ee tg = a full 5 years as long as you 
Address —_ “ clean and lubricate your 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
10 tear-gas cartridges only $8.95 = 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


guns regularly. What could 


i Betakets 


t 
| 
I 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Holster only$9.95 $_ _ questions asked. We will re- 
| 
| 
| 
I 
© Deer Creek Products. Inc. 
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